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SUPERINTENDENT'S  CLERK 
Leona  V.  LaFortune,  27  Chestnut  St.,  Tel.  496-M 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR— 1936 

Winter  term,  eight  weeks,  December  30-February  21. 
Spring  term,  seven  weeks,  March  2-April  17. 
Summer  term,  eight  weeks,  April  29-June  19. 
Fall  term,  sixteen  weeks,  September  9-December  23. 

NO-SCHOOL  SIGNALS 

1-  1-1  on  fire  alarm  at  7:45  A.  M. — No  morning  session  for 

the  first  six  grades. 

2-  2-2  on  fire  alarm  at  7.45  A.  M. — No  morning  session  for 

any  grade. 

1-  1-1  on  fire  alarm  at  12:45 — No  afternoon  session  for 

the  first  six  grades. 

2- 2-2  on  fire  alarm  at  12:30 — No  afternoon  session  for 

any  grade. 

Even  if  there  has  been  no  morning  session,  there  will  be 
an  afternoon  session  unless  the  afternoon  signals 
are  blown. 


IN  MEMOR1AM 


A  Member  of  the  School  Committee 
1907-1910,  1914-1920 
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To  the  Citizens  of  Southbridge : 

The  School  Committee  herewith  submits  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  finances  of  the  School  Department  of 
the  town  for  the  year  closing  December  31,  1935 : 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

In  brief: 

Total  expenditures    $186,274.62 

Contributions  by  staff   7,169.78 


Net  expenditures    $179,104.84 

Total  receipts  returned  to  Town  Treasurer  38,626.27 


Net  cost  to  the  town  $140,478.57 


In  detail: 

Receipts  to  School  Department: 

Appropriation    $175,753.65 

Smith-Hughes  Fund,  U.  S.  Government  2,968.05 
George-Ellzey  Fund,  U.  S.  Government  387.36 

Total  funds  available    $179,109.06 


Expenditures : 
General  Control 


Amount  forward 


$6,470.18 

  $6,470.18 
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Amount  forward    $6,470.18 

AUXILIARY  AGENCIES : 

Transportation  salaries    $1,100.40 

Transportation,  other  expenses  3,499.50 

Tuition  to  other  schools   295.20 

Pension  -  Janitor    250.00 

Total — Auxiliary  Agencies    5,145.10 

HIGH  SCHOOL: 

Instruction  salaries    $35,896.31 

Instruction  expenses: 

Textbooks    1,271.71 

Supplies   1,602.68 

Other  expenses    509.54 

Operation  of  plant    5,280.09 

Maintenance  of  plant   5,306.91 

Capital  outlay    695.24 

Total— High  School    50,562.48 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS: 

Instruction  salaries    $61,814.95 

Instruction  expenses: 

Textbooks    2,015.67 

Supplies    2,075.80 

Other  expenses    14.20 

Operation  of  plant   12,245.29 

Maintenance  of  plant   4,301.31 

Capital  outlay    614.27 

Rent    3,218.65 

Total  Elementary  Schools    86,300.14 


Amount  forward 


$148,477.90 
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Amount  forward   $148,477.9© 

VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL: 

Instruction  salaries   $21,643.10 

Instruction  expenses  : 

Textbooks    54.48 

Supplies   1,398.32 

Other  expenses    166.02 

Operation  of  plant   2,609.70 

Maintenance  of  plant   500.81 

Capital  outlay    491.18 

Total— Vocational  School   26,863.61 

EVENING  SCHOOLS: 

Instruction  salaries    $72.50 

Instruction  expenses    2.10 

Operation  of  plant   10.00 

Total— Evening  Schools    84.60 

COMPULSARY  ATTENDANCE : 

Salary    $700.00 

Other  expenses    174.45. 

Total — Compulsary  Attendance    874.45 

MEDICAL  SERVICE: 
Salary    $1,200.00 

Total— Medical  Service    1,200.0(1 

Amount  forward   $177,500.56 


Amount  forward   $177,500.56 

NURSE  SERVICE: 

Salary    $1,353.36 

Other  expenses    356.64 

Total— Nurse  Service   1,710.00 

DOMESTIC  SCIENCE: 

Salaries    $3,053.67 

Supplies    205.76 

Expenses  of  supervision   3.15 

Maintenance    35.18 

Capital  outlay    40.07 

Total— Domestic  Science    3,337.83 

MUSIC: 

Salary    981.76 

Other  expenses    60.61 

Total— Music    1,042.37 

SHOP: 

Salary    $2,000.00 

Supplies   360.71 

Maintenance    54.50 

Capital  outlay    58.57 

Total— Shop    2,473.78 


Amount  forward 


$186,064.54 
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Ajmount  forward   $186,064.54 

CONTINUATION  SCHOOL: 

Books   6.28 

Supplies   97.30 

Total— Continuation  School    103.58 

HOUSEHOLD  ARTTS: 

Supplies    106.50 

Total— Household  Arts   106.50 

Total  Expenditures    $186,274.62 

Contributions  by  staff   7,169.78 

Net  Expenditures    $179,104.84 

Balance  on  hand  December  31,  1935  ....  4.22 

$179,109.06 


RECEIPTS  RETURNED  TO  TOWN  TREASURER 

Massachusetts  School  Fund    $13,010.20 

Vocational  School  (Coop.)  State  Grant   3,417.17 

Vocational  School  (Day)  State  Grant   5,666.37 

Household  Arts — State  Grant    579.55 

Smith-Hughes  U.  S.  Gov.  Fund   2,968.05 

George-Ellzey  U.  S.  Gov.  Fund   387.36 

High  School  Tuition    8,487.50 

Elementary  School  Tuition    17.50 

Vocational  School  Tuition   2,974.63 

Bus  Tickets  Sold    25.00 

Use  of  classroom    5.00 

Use  of  auditorium    34.00 

Continuation  School,  State   551.83 
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Cole  Trade  School,  goods  sold   472.50 

Manual  Arts  Department,  goods  sold   3.50 

Refunds     7.91 

Worcester  Boys  Evening  Trade  School 

Tuition,  State   18.20 

Total  Receipts  Returned  to  Town  Treas.  $38,626.27 

Total  Expenditures    $179,104.84 

Total  Receipts  Returned  to  Town  Treasurer  38,626.27 

Net  cost  to  the  Town    $140,478.57 


APPRECIATION  OF  FAITHFUL  SERVICE 

At  the  end  of  the  school  year  1934-35  the  School 
Committee  accepted  with  regret  the  voluntary  retire- 
ment of  Miss  Blanche  E.  Harwood  who  had  taught  for 
thirty-two  years  in  the  Southbridge  schools.  The  fol- 
lowing correspondence  is  self-explanatory: 

Southbridge,  May  18,  1935  ' 

Supt.  F.  L.  Austin  and 
Members  of  the  School  Committee 
Southbridge,  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen : 

At  your  next  meeting,  please  accept  my  resig- 
nation as  principal  and  teacher  of  Central  Mills 
School,  to  take  effect  June  21,  1935. 

I  thank  you  for  the  many  courtesies  and  con- 
siderations shown  me  and  wish  to  express  a  desire 
for  the  future  success  of  the  schools. 

»    Truly  yours, 

Blanche  E.  Harwood 


May  28,  1935 
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Miss  Blanche  Harwood,  Prin. 
Central  Mills  School 
Southbridge,  Mass. 
Dear  Miss  Harwood: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Southbridge  School  Commit- 
tee held  Monday,  May  27th,  your  letter  of  May  18th 
in  which  you  expressed  the  desire  to  retire  from 
teaching  in  June  1935  was  received  and  accepted 
with  regret. 

A  study  of  the  school  reports  of  Southbridge 
reveals  the  fact  that  you  have  served  here  as  teach- 
er and  principal  fcr  thirty-two  years.  That,  togeth- 
er with  thirteen  years  of  service  in  Sturbridge,  com- 
pletes a  span  of  over  two  generations  of  devoted  ed- 
ucational leadership  in  this  vicinity. 

An  intimate  knowledge  of  this  long  and  faith- 
ful career  is  held  by  every  member  of  this  Com- 
mittee and  we  feel  that,  in  your  retirement,  the 
children  will  lose  a  tried  and  true  friend.  In  addi- 
tion, a  host  of  well  wishers  in  Southbridge  will  re- 
gret your  retirement. 

In  accepting  your  resignation  we  cannot  help 
being  mindful,  however,  of  the  good  fortune  which 
will  be  yours  in  being  able  to  enjoy  a  well  earned 
rest. 


Also  during  the  year  came  the  voluntary  resig- 
nation of  Nathan  N.  Jackson  who  had  rendered  not- 
ably faithful  and  efficient  service  for  more  than  a 
generation  as  janitor  of  the  Marcy  Street  Element- 
ary Building. 

He  had  given  with  singleness  of  purpose  a  type 
of  service  that  won  for  him  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  committee  and  the  teachers,  all  of  whom  join 
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in  paying  tribute  to  him  for  his  evident  desire  to  at 
all  times  and  with  cheerfulness  meet  every  duty 
that  devolved  upon  him. 

With  sincere  good  wishes, 

The  School  Committee  of  Southbridge 

By    Hector  M.  LeClair,  Chairman 
Wardwell  M.  Edwards 
Pierre  LaFortune 
George  B.  Wells 
George  W.  Dumas 
J.  A.  Genereux 
F.  L.  Austin,  Secretary. 


In  August,  1935,  the  citizens  of  the  town  appropri- 
ated $255,000.00  for  the  erection  of  two  new  Elementary 
School  Buildings,  conditional  upon  a  Federal  Grant.  A 
Building  Committee  was  appointed  as  follows:  Elmer  L. 
Schumacher,  Chairman,  Daniel  T.  Morrill,  John  G. 
Clark,  Wardwell  M.  Edwards,  Valmore  P.  Tetreault,  J. 
Edouard  Burners,  and  Hector  M.  LeClair. 

After  considerable  investigation  of  several  excellent 
firms,  the  Building  Committee  selected  the  M.  A.  Dyer 
Company  of  1  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  as  architects  for 
these  schools.  The  School  Committee  very  much  appre- 
ciates the  fine  work  of  the  Building  Committee  who  has 
co-operated  with  the  Architect,  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  and  the  School  Committee  in  planning  two  much 
needed  schools  which  will  be  the  pride  of  the  town,  for 
years  to  come. 

The  exteriors  of  these  schools  will  be  of  red  water- 
struck  brick  with  stone  trimmings.  The  corridors,  stair- 
cases and  staircase  enclosures  on  both  buildings,  will  be 
of  entirely  fireproof  construction,  with  metal  doors  open- 
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ing  into  the  staircase  enclosures.  The  other  doors  and  roof 
will  be  of  slow-burning  wood  construction.  Corridor 
doors,  stair  treads  and  landings  will  be  of  marbleized  as- 
phalt tile,  and  the  walls  of  corridors  will  be  of  of  salt- 
glazed  tile.  Ceilings  in  both  schools,  will  of  acoustical 
material.  Both  buildings  will  have  the  most  modern  in- 
stallations of  heating  with  forced  ventilation,  and  elec- 
trical work,  including  provisions  for  radio  and  sound  sys- 
tems. The  plumbing  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  la- 
test practice,  and  fixtures  will  be  of  vitreous  china.  It 
is  intended  to  include  the  finish  grading,  exterior  walks 
and  play  yards. 

The  Eastford  Road  School  is  to  be  two  stories  and 
basement,  in  height;  the  upper  stories  containing  eight 
classrooms,  and  manual  arts  room,  together  with  library. 
A  small  activity  room,  accessible  for  both  Grades  I  and 
II,  is  provided,  with  toilet  facilities.  A  principal's  inner 
and  outer  office  with  toilet,  and  nurse's  room  and  teach- 
ers' room  with  toilet,  are  included.  The  first  floor  will 
also  contain  auditorium  and  playroom  with  seating  ca- 
pacity of  400.  This  hall  is  arranged  for  accessibility  to 
the  public,  independent  of  the  school.  The  basement  will 
be  partially  excavated,  and  will  contain  boy  and  girl  pu- 
pils' toilets  and  showers,  and  boiler  room,  together  with 
men's  and  women's  toilets  for  public  use. 

The  West  Street  School  will  be  two  stories  in  height, 
containing  a  total  of  eight  classrooms,  and  principal's 
inner  and  outer  offices.  The  ground  floor  will  accommo- 
date the  first  and  second  grade  pupils  with  activity  rooms. 
This  floor  will  also  include  boy  and  girl  pupils'  toilets  with 
shower  rooms,  and  a  boiler  room.  The  gymnasium  and 
hall  combination  is  located  at  this  level,  with  arrange- 
ments for  its  use  for  school  physical  education  for  the  en- 
tire town,  and  it  is  sufficiently  large  to  provide  for  full- 
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size  basket  ball  court  with  physical  instructor's  and  other 
■necessary  rooms. 

The  balcony  space  is  sufficient  to  accommodate  400 
pupils.  This  portion  of  the  building  is  designed  so  that 
it  will  be  accessible  for  public  use,  without  serious  dis- 
turbance to  the  school  proper.  Its  close  proximity  to  the 
Athletic  Field,  permits  the  football  and  baseball  players 
the  use  of  lockers,  showers,  etc. 

The  Federal  government  has  allowed  approximately 
|102,000.00  towards  the  construction  of  these  buildings. 

At  this  writing,  the  footings  and  foundations  of 
these  buildings  have  been  completed  and  the  brick  work 
is  well  under  way,  the  General  Contractors  being  the  F. 
X.  Laliberte  &  Son,  of  Southbridge,  who  were  the  low 
bidders  on  both  projects. 

The  School  Committee  is  very  grateful  to  the  people 
of  the  town  for  their  support  of  these  projects,  and  to 
the  Building  Committee  which  has  been  tireless  in  its 
efforts  to  insure  Southbridge  two  excellent  Elementary 
School  Buildings. 

Several  of  our  recent  Annual  Reports  have  outlined 
the  need  for  increased  school  accommodations.  The 
School  Committee  feels  that,  barring  unforeseen  in- 
creased enrollment,  it  can  assure  the  citizens  of  our  town, 
that  beginning  in  September,  1936,  all  of  the  children  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  town  will  be  housed  for  the  next 
several  years  in  buildings  approved  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Safety  and  also  the  Department  of  Health. 
We  must  bear  in  mind,  however,  that  these  buildings 
will  serve  to  eliminate  present  unsatisfactory  buildings 
And  present  congestion.  If  Southbridge  enjoys  a  con- 
tinuance of  its  present  rate  of  growth,  there  will  be  a 
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steady  increase  in  school  enrollment  in  the  years  to  come.. 
Anticipating  this,  the  present  Building  Committee  has 
wisely  planned  buildings  that  can  be  increased  in  size 
when  the  need  arises. 

1936  NEEDS 

The  School  Committee  is  asking  the  citizens  of  the 
town  to  carefully  consider  its  two  major  requests  for 
1936;  namely,  the  elimination  of  salary  contributions  by 
school  teachers  and  employees,  and  also  the  re-opening  of 
the  evenings  schools. 

THE  SALARY  CUTS 

In  order  to  co-operate  in  the  need  for  reducing  the 
expenses  of  the  town  government,  thereby,  keeping  the 
tax  rate  from  rising,  teachers  have  made  voluntary  sal- 
ary contributions  since  September  1,  1932.  From  this 
date  to  April  1,  1933,  this  was  a  uniform  contribution  of 
10  %  from  all  employees.  From  April  1,  1933  to  April  1, 
1934  the  contribution  was  increased  to  15%.  From  April 
1,  1934  to  January  1,  1935  the  contribution  was  again 
10%,  and  during  the  the  calendar  year  of  1935,  the  con- 
tribution has  been  5%. 

Within  the  memory  of  the  members  of  the  School 
Committee,  the  salaries  of  Southbridge  School  employees 
have  always  been  below  the  state  average. 

In  spite  of  this,  teachers  and  other  employees  have 
entered  graciously  into  the  spirit  of  co-oper&tion  by  vol- 
untarily making  these  contributions.  However,  at  the 
time  these  contributions  began,  the  cost  of  living  in 
Southbridge  was  much  lower  than  at  present.  Due  to 
the  advance  in  living  costs  and  much  improved  business 
conditions  in  general,  ninety-nine  cities  and  towns  in  the 
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state  have  already  discontinued  all  cuts  and  contribu- 
tions formerly  in  effect. 

The  majority  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  question 
have  higher  salary  schedules  than  Southbridge  and  it 
is  doubtful  if  living  expenses  for  teachers  are  higher  in 
many  of  them  than  in  Southbridge. 

Your  School  Committee  and  its  predecessors  have 
never  approached  the  point  of  squandering  money  on 
teachers'  salaries,  but  we  do  believe  The  Interests  of 
Your  School  Children  demand  that  we  be  enabled  to  enter 
into  reasonable  competition  for  the  best  teachers  avail- 
able. We  should,  at  least  be  able  to  keep  high  class  teach- 
ers from  moving  away  from  Southbridge  because  salaries 
are  higher  or  living  expenses  lower  elsewhere. 

THE  EVENING  SCHOOLS 

Elsewhere  in  this  report  will  be  found  well  written 
articles  on  the  several  evening  schools  by  Miss  Margaret 
Butler,  Miss  Mary  Meagher,  and  Mr.  Clark  H.  MorrelL 
Your  careful  reading  of  these  excellent  articles  is  urged, 
A  briefer  argument  for  these  schools  follows: 

Reasons  for  Evening  Elementary  Schools 

1.  Epoch  making  changes  in  social  and  economic 
order  have  taken  place  within  the  past  several  years, 
and  have  brought  about  a  reinrerpretation  of  needs  in 
the  field  of  Adult  and  Adult  Alien  Education. 

2.  People  from  foreign  countries  and  the  native 
born,  deprived  of  educational  opportunities,  are  clamor- 
ing for  an  education  through  evening  classes. 

3.  The  adult,  foreign  or  native,  is  a  certain  form 
of  energy  to  be  used  in  preserving  our  ideals  and  insti- 
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tuticns  or  caught  on  the  wave  of  radical  education,  this 
energy  may  be  turned  to  the  ruin  of  our  government  and 
country. 

4.  The  public  school  system  is  the  greatest  single 
factor  to  supply  the  opportunity  to  enable  them  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  life  around  them. 

5.  The  revised  educational  requirements  for  cit- 
izenship make  necessary  the  ability  to  read  and  write 
English  and  to  understand  the  functions  of  our  govern- 
ment. 

Reasons  for  Evening  Vocational  Schools 

An  important  matter  to  this  community  is  the  op- 
portunities provided  young  men  who  have  been  placed 
on  jobs  to  their  liking,  yet  who  have  ambitions  and  the 
craving  for  greater  knowledge,  concerning  their  work. 

Southbridge  has  provided  trade  extension  courses 
for  these  people  in  the  past.  These  courses  have  proved 
to  be  the  stimulant  needed  to  induce  them  to  greater  ef- 
forts and  eventual  promotion  in  their  life's  work.  They 
develop  experts  in  Southbridge,  qualified  to  compete  with 
outsiders  for  important  posts  in  our  local  factories. 

Because  sufficient  funds  have  not  been  appropriated, 
it  has  been  impossible  to  carry  on  these  trade  extension 
courses  for  three  years.  The  School  Committee  sincere- 
ly hopes  that  you  will,  this  year,  vote  for  sufficient  funds 
to  restore  them  to  the  curriculum  of  the  Cole  Trade 
School. 

Reasons  for  Evening  Secondary  Schools 

The  majority  of  the  pupils  who  enrolled  in  the  Even- 
ing High  School  gave  one  or  more  of  the  following  reas- 
ons for  doing  so : 


2T 


1.  To  supply  the  need  of  further  education  for  suc- 
cess at  their  daily  occupations. 

2.  To  take  up  a  study  required  for  promotion  at 
their  job, — as  comptometry  or  the  use  of  the  dictaphone. 

3.  To  acquire  greater  skill  in  a  subject  already 
studied, — as  more  speed  in  typewriting,  etc. 

4.  To  study  the  mechanics  of  English,  increase  vo- 
cabulary, improve  pronunciation,  diction,  etc.,  for  every 
day  use ;  also  to  acquire  an  appreciation  of  fine  literature. 

5.  To  get  a  working  knowledge  of  French  and  Span- 
ish. 

6.  To  prepare  fcr  entrance  to  a  higher  institution  of 
learning,  as  a  Hospital  Training  Class  or  a  School  of  Tech- 
nology. 

Today,  however,  the  interest  in  Adult  Education  and 
the  demands  for  it  have  ri-sen  by  leaps  and  bounds,  all 
over  the  land.  The  forming  of  classes  for  adults  is  the 
new  note  in  education.  Shorter  hours  in  industries,  as 
well  as  enforced  unemployment  are  among  the  reasons 
for  this  awakening. 

The  success  of  the  classes  established  in  the  C.  C. 
C.  camps  has  been  phenomenal  and  since  the  enrollment 
in  them  is  voluntary  they  serve  as  an  example  of  the  re- 
sponse adults  have  made  when  opportunities  for  better- 
ing their  education  have  been  offered. 

The  last  term  an  evening  high  school  was  maintain- 
ed by  Southbridge — September  14,  1931  to  January  26, 
1932 — 244  pupils  enrolled.  About  50  more  were  refused 
admittance  to  bookkeeping,  typewriting,  shorthand,  and 
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comptometry  classes  owing  to  lack  of  room  and  of  equip- 
ment. 


In  1935,  the  voters  of  the  town  were  most  gracious 
to  the  wishes  of  the  School  Committee  in  providing  bet- 
ter school  accommodations  for  our  boys  and  girls.  We 
have  given  equally  as  careful  study  to  the  two  needs  out- 
lined above  and  we  feel  confident  that  the  voters  will 
soon  see  fit  to  bring  our  educational  program  back  to  nor- 
malcy. We  apjpreciate  this  splendid  co-operation  during 
the  past  year. 

The  School  Committee  is  very  grateful  to  the  teach- 
ers and  other  school  employees  for  their  splendid  work 
and  loyalty  to  the  needs  of  the  school  children  of  South- 
bridge. 

For  further  information  concerning  the  policy  and 
management  of  the  schools,  the  Committee  refers  to  the 
report  of  Mr.  Fuller  L.  Austin,  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
which  is  herewith  submitted  as  a  part  of  our  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


H.  M.  Le CLAIR,  Chairman. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Southbridge : 

In  accordance  with  established  precedent  I  submit 
herewith  my  second  annual  report  which  is  the  fifty-first 
such  report  issued  by  the  superintendents  of  the  public 
schools  of  Southbridge. 

Increased  Attention  to  Needs  of  Individual  Pupils 

Prior  to  September  1,  1935  only  sixteen  pupils  in 
Southbridge  were  enrolled  in  special  or  ungraded  classes, 
and  these  for  but  half  of  each  school  day.  In  the  fore- 
noons they  met  with  Miss  Margaret  Butler  and  in  the 
afternions  they  returned  to  the  regular  classes  or  at- 
tended Manual  or  Household  Arts  classes.  Beginning  in 
the  fall  of  1935,  sixty-two  pupils  were  placed  in  these 
classes  under  two  full  time  and  two  half  time  teachers. 
Miss  Marjorie  Fitch  has  the  major  responsibility  for  such 
children  over  fourteen  years  of  age  chronologically,  al- 
though they  spend  part  of  their  time  with  other  teachers 
in  the  grammar  school,  and  receive  instruction  in  either 
Manual  or  Household  Arts  for  four  periods  each  week. 
The  younger  pupils  are  divided  between  Miss  May  Simp- 
son full  time  and  the  Misses  Margaret  Butler  and  Ruth 
Beck,  half  time. 

These  special  classes  enable  each  pupil  to  proceed 
with  success  at  his  own  individual  rate  of  speed  without 
becoming  discouraged  and  accustomed  to  failure  in  the 
regular  classes. 

Some  of  these  children,  especially  those  with 
language  handicaps,  after  a  few  weeks  of  attention  in 
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the  special  class,  have  been  able  to  return  to  the  regular 
classes  and  do  acceptable  work.  As  the  Westboro  Hos- 
pital Travelling  Clinic  recomlmended  eighty-one  pupils 
for  these  classes,  replacements  have  been  made  from  the 
waiting  list. 

The  special  class  tends  to  change  unhappy,  unsuc- 
cessful children  into  happy,  successful  ones  with  a  bet- 
ter outlook  toward  the  future.  They  not  only  benefit  the 
over-age  child,  but  prevent  normal  age  children  from  be- 
ing in  the  same  classroom  with  boys  and  girls  who  are 
physically  and  chronologically  three  to  five  years  their 
senior.  This  results  in  a  more  wholesome  social  atmos- 
phere in  the  regular  classes.  All  of  the  teachers  in  the 
special  classes  have  a  wealth  of  understanding  and  sym- 
pathy for  the  children  under  their  charge  and  each  is 
doing  a  remarkable  piece  of  work. 

But  what  of  the  bright  pupil  ?  In  the  fall  of  1934 
and  again  in  June  1935,  several  pupils  received  double 
promotions.  There  are  educators  who  argue  that  enrich- 
ment rather  than  acceleration  is  the  proper  procedure 
with  such  children.  The  answer  in  Southbridge  has  been 
either  enrichment  or  acceleration  in  some  cases  and  both 
enrichment  and  acceleration  in  others..  In  fact,  the  later 
records  of  90  per  cent  of  those  receiving  double  promo- 
tions have  convinced  even  the  most  skeptical  teachers  in 
Southbridge  that  acceleration  was  the  best  means  of  en- 
richment for  the  big  majority  of  these  pupils. 

The  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  Southbridge 
principals  and  teachers  have  not  attempted,  however,  to 
contend  that  the  problem  of  each  individual  child  can  be 
answered  by  the  ungraded  classes  and  by  acceleration. 
There  are  few  classrooms  in  Southbridge  where  all  pupils 
are  progressing  at  the  same  rate  of  speed.   Within  each 
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regular  classroom  may  be  found  the  slow  traveller  and 
the  fast  traveller.  The  teachers  of  the  Mary  E.  Wells 
High  School  are  doing  a  remarkable  job  of  providing  for 
individual  differences  by  the  three  level  assignment  plan 
which  enables  the  slow  pupil  to  acquire  the  minimum  es- 
sentials and  at  the  same  time  offers  the  more  able  pupil 
in  the  same  class  opportunity  to  do  additional  work  up 
to  the  level  of  his  capacity.  This  same  principle  is  in  op- 
eration to  a  less  marked  degree  throughout  the  element- 
ary schools,  but  the  teacher  has  more  handicaps  due  to 
larger  enrollment  and  the  fact  that  she  is  dealing  with 
younger  pupils  who  are  more  dependent  on  the  individual 
assistance  of  the  teacher.  Even  with  the  very  youngest 
pupils  however  several  teachers  are  doing  a  remarkable 
piece  of  work.  As  the  pupil  grows  mentally  and  chrono- 
logically, the  teacher  becomes  more  and  more  a  director 
of  learning.  Our  schools  can  be  a  real  success  only  to 
the  extent  that  our  boys  and  girls  approach  nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  point  of  being  able  to  do  their  own  learning' 
and  have  a  greater  sense  of  responsibility  fcr  their  own 
progress,  with  little  actual  dependence  on  the  teacher. 
Pupils  should  be  near  this  goal  when  they  complete  their 
high  school  course. 

Our  schools  can  progress  only  to  the  extent  that  our 
teachers  can  better  provide  for  the  needs  of  each  indi- 
vidual pupil,  to  the  extent  that  they  can  give  him  the 
right  job  at  the  right  time — a  job  worth  while  that  he 
can  attack  and  carry  to  successful  completion.  The  Su- 
perintendent of  Schools  is  proud  of  the  way  Southbridge 
teachers  are  forever  attacking  this  problem.  It  is  a 
problem  of  both  curriculum  and  method,  a  problem  of 
what  to  teach  and  when  and  how  to  teach  it.  It  is  a  prob- 
lem of  integrating  the  subject  matter  of  the  school  with 
the  common  experiences  of  the  child.  Our  aim  is  to  turn 
cut  graduates  who  can  use  their  initiative — graduates 
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able  to  get  along  without  the  teacher  and  able  to  do  their 
own  constructive  thinking. 

As  to  greater  detail  concerning  curriculum  and 
method,  your  attention  is  called  to  the  reports  of  the 
High  School  Principal,  the  Director  of  the  Vocational 
School,  and  others  which  have  been  submitted  to  me  and 
are  included  after  the  statistical  report,  as  a  part  of  my 
report. 

Lip-Reading 

As  a  result  of  Audiometer  tests  conducted  in  the 
spring  of  1934,  five  pupils  were  recommended  for  lip- 
reading.  Due  to  lack  of  funds  and  the  difficulty  of  se- 
curing a  teacher,  these  classes  were  not  started  in  South- 
bridge  until  January,  1935,  when  Miss  Rose  Prescott  of 
Auburn,  a  teacher  especially  well-trained  for  and  expe- 
rienced in  this  type  of  work,  offered  to  take  these  classes 
for  two  forenoons  each  week.  We  are  indebted  to  the 
Kindergarten  Association  who  provided  private  funds 
for  the  carrying  on  of  this  work  till  near  the  end  of  the 
school  year  in  June,  1935.  A  later  Audiometer  test  in 
September,  1935  found  nine  children  needing  this  in- 
struction. Thru  the  very  fine  co-operation  and  volun- 
tary subscription  raised  by  the  Southbridge  Medical  As- 
sociation these  children  were  provided  for  until  the  close 
of  the  calendar  year.  A  member  of  the  school  commit- 
tee who  visited  the  several  schools  in  November,  1935 
declared  that  Miss  Prescott's  work  in  lip-reading  was  the 
most  outstanding  and  longest  to  be  remembered  impres- 
sion gained  on  his  tour.  Here  again  we  feel  that  the 
year  1935  was  outstanding  in  the  way  the  schools  at- 
tempted to  adapt  themselves  to  the  needs  of  each  indi- 
vidual pupil.  We  are  grateful  to  the  Kindergarten  Asso- 
ciates and  the  Medical  Association  for  their  particular 
assistance  here. 
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Health  and  Safety  Education 

It  is  most  undesirable  and  uneconomical  to  attempt 
to  educate  today  children  who  will  be  sickly,  crippled,  or 
killed  tomorrow.  Thru  a  safety  committee  headed  by 
Miss  Irene  Gough  and  participated  in  by  every  teacher 
and  janitor,  we  believe  that  children  in  Southbridge  are 
safer  than  they  were  a  year  ago.  In  this  work  we  have 
received  excellent  co-operation  from  Chiefs  Ulric  Brault 
of  the  Police  Department,  Joseph  Duchesneau  of  the  Fire 
Department  and  their  respective  assistants.  Miss  Craig 
of  the  State  Department  of  Education  and  representa- 
tives from  the  State  Police  and  State  Safety  Council  have 
also  assisted  us  in  this  work.  School  children  of  all  ages 
Iiave  attacked  this  problem  and  after  all,  it  can  only  be 
solved,  by  each  pupil  solving  it  for  himself  individually. 
It  is  a  job  "we  must  be  forever  at,"  but  the  results  to 
date  are  most  gratifying.  A  statistical  study  either  local 
or  state-wide  would  indicate,  we  believe,  that  pupils  are 
possibly  more  careful  than  grown-ups. 

In  the  field  of  health  promotion  and  health  educa- 
tion, we  have  received  excellent  assistance  from  various 
state-wide  clinics,  the  Harringtin  Memorial  Hospital,  and 
the  Southbridge  Medical  Association.  Miss  King,  the 
school  nurse,  spends  the  major  portion  of  her  time  in 
making  the  necessary  home  visits  and  follow-up  checks 
to  see  that  defects  are  corrected.  The  reports  of  Miss 
King  and  Dr.  Simpson,  the  School  Physician,  are  well 
worth  your  careful  reading.  . 

In  another  year  we  shall  have  a  greater  challenge 
when  all  Southbridge  children  will  be  housed  in  buildings 
acceptable  from  the  standpoint  of  health  and  safety. 
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Co-Operation  of  Library 

Southbridge  is  most  fortunate  in  having  a  town  li- 
brary that  is  second  to  none  in  towns  our  size.  The  Jacob 
Edwards  Memorial  Library  has  splendid  book  lists  for 
children  as  well  as  grown-ups.  In  the  late  spring  of  1935, 
every  boy  and  girl  in  grades  4,  5,  6  was  taken  to  the  li- 
brary by  his  teacher.  Miss  Ella  E.  Miersch,  Librarian 
and  her  corps  of  assistants  explained  the  use  of  the  li- 
brary to  these  groups,  and  this  explanation,  together 
with  the  work  of  the  teachers  in  the  classroom,  has  re- 
sulted in  many  children  of  this  age  forming  a  "library 
habit."  This  habit  should  be  invaluable  in  years  to  come. 
Classroom  libraries  have  been  greatly  extended  during- 
the  past  year  and  no  boy  or  girl  with  the  determination 
is  denied  opportunity  for  recreational  and  informational 
reading  of  the  highest  character, 

Many  of  these  pupils  joined  a  Vacation  Reading  Club 
last  summer  and  made  written  reports  of  the  books  read. 
These  reports  were  read  by  a  committee  headed  by  Miss 
Alice  Wixted  and  prizes  of  well-selected  books  were 
awarded  to  the  ones  having  the  best  report  in  each  class- 
room. There  were  also  three  grand  prizes  for  each  of 
the  three  grades.  The  prizes  were  furnished  by  Mr. 
George  B.  Wells,  wftio  is  both  a  member  of  the  School 
Commdttee  and  a  trustee  of  the  Jacob  Edwards  Memorial 
Library.  The  attention  of  teachers  to  this  important 
phase  of  self-education  will  continue.  We  owe  a  debt 
of  gratitude  to  the  librarians  and  Mr.  Wells. 

The  Cole  Trade  School 

One  of  the  most  unique  and  one  of  the  best  educa- 
tional set-ups  found  anywhere  in  the  country  is  at  the 
Cole  Trade  School.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  other  town  of 
our  size  in  the  country  has  anything  that  will  compare. 
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It  is  also  doubtful  if  any  other  school  of  any  type  wheth- 
er secondary,  collegiate,  or  post-graduate  has  as  good  a 
record  during  the  past  six  years  in  placing  its  graduates 
in  the  type  of  work  prepared  for.  This  is  not  only  a  tri- 
bute to  the  school  itself,  but  to  Southbridge  industries 
as  well.  The  close  co-operation  the  school  enjoys  with 
local  factories,  particularly  the  American  Optical  Com- 
pany has  made  this  possible. 

Boys  entering  the  school  get  their  try-out  of  several 
trades  in  the  General  Vocational  Department.  When  a 
b^y,  with  the  assistance  of  the  instructors,  finds  a  trade 
to  "his  liking  he  leaves  the  general  vocational  group  and 
begins  to  specialize.  Along  with  this  specialization  he 
takes  related  work  in  Shop  Mathematics,  English  and  So- 
cial Studies.  When  he  has  progressed  sufficiently  to 
warrant,  he  goes  on  the  co-operative  plan,  alternating 
weekly  between  work  in  a  local  factory  and  attendance 
at  school.  Most  of  these  boys  do  their  co-operative  work 
at  the  American  Optical  Cmpany,  whether  they  are  ma- 
chinists, cabinet  makers,  printers,  electricians,  drafts- 
men, or  factory  maintenance  men.  However,  the  auto 
mechanics  and  some  of  the  boys  learning  other  trades 
have  done  co-operative  work  with  other  local  firms. 

Every  graduate  of  the  Cole  Trade  School  Class  of 
1935  left  school  last  July  to  enter  a  full  time  job  with 
a  future.  The  extent  of  this  future  depends  on  his  wil- 
lingness and  ability  to  Go  On  Learning;.  The  path  could 
be  much  easier  for  him  if  we  could  re-open  the  Trade 
Extension  Classes  in  the  Evening  Vocational  School. 
After  an  ambitious  boy  becomes  a  machinist  or  drafts- 
man, he  has  a  desire  to  become  more  expert.  The  need 
for  improvement  on  the  job  can  best  be  answered  by  an 
Evening  Vocational  School. 

The  record  of  the  Class  of  1935  and  previous  classes 
from  the  Cole  Trade  School  should  be  a  gentle  hint  to 
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some  of  our  best  high  school  boys  that  possibly  a  greater 
opportunity  of  job  assurance  might  exist  if  they  should 
transfer  to  this  school.  There  is  always  a  demand  for 
expert  tradesmen. 

Patriotism 

From  all  observations,  Southbridge  teachers  and  pu- 
pils continue  to  be  as  patriotic  as  they  were  before  the 
recent  enactment  of  laws  requiring  teachers'  oaths,  reg- 
ular pledges  of  allegiance  to  the  flag,  etc.  Doing  under 
compulsion  what  we  formerly  did  because  we  wanted  to 
has  not  yet  had  any  serious  effects.  Southbridge  teach- 
ers and  pupils  are  striving  to  obey  all  laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  greatest  means  we  could  employ  to  pro- 
mote patriotism  at  the  present  time  would  be  to  re-open 
the  evening  elementary  schools,  the  need  for  which  is 
ably  presented  by  Miss  Margaret  Butler  later  in  my  re- 
port. These  schools  not  only  combat  adult  illiteracy,  but 
also  afford  an  opportunity  for  the  foreigner  within  our 
gates  to  become  an  intelligent  as  well  as  a  patriotic  cit- 
izen. 

In  closing,  I  repeat  my  statement  of  last  year — it 
is  a  pleasure  to  work  for  a  School  Committee  whose  mem- 
bers attack  every  problem  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
Best  Interests  of  the  Boys  and  Girls  of  Southbridge.  I 
appreciate  your  whole-hearted  support  and  co-operation. 
It  is  also  a  pleasure  to  continue  as  a  co-worker  with  a 
group  of  teachers  and  other  school  employees  whose  loy- 
alty and  devotion  to  duty  is  an  ever  present  inspiration. 
The  voters  and  school  children  of  Southbridge  have  also 
done  their  share  to  make  1935  a  year,  which  in  some  re- 
spects will  be  long  remembered  as  one  of  educational  pro- 
gress in  Southbridge. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FULLER  L.  AUSTIN. 
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STATISTICAL  REPORT 

Throughout  this  report  the  year  relative  to  attend- 
ance extends  from  September,  1934  to  July,  1935;  the 
year  relative  to  expenditures  from  January  1,  1935  to 
January  1,  1936. 

I._POPULATICN  and  VALUATION 


Population  of  town,  census  of  1930    14,262 

Population  of  town,  census  of  1935    15,786 

Assessed  valuation  of  town   $12,317,810.00 

Number  of  polls,  male    4,783 

Rate  of  taxation    $35.60 

Valuation  of  school  houses  and  lots  $557,400.00 

Valuation  of  other  school  property  $45,000.00 


II.—SCHCCL  HOUSES  (Trade  School  not  included) 
Number  houses — occupied  12,  unoccupied  1 
Schoolrooms — occupied  66,  unoccupied  1 

III.— TEACHERS  (Including  Trade  School) 

Number  of  male  teachers    18 

Number  of  female  teachers    61 

79 

IV. — PUPILS 
Number  of  children  in  town  October  1,  as  reported 


by  the  census  enumerator: 

1934  1935 

Between  the  ages  of  5  and  16                       3321  3224 

Between  the  ages  of  5  and  7                         479  464 

Between  the  ages  of  7  and  14                         2205  2103 

Between  the  ages  of  14  and  16                         637  657 

Total  enrollment  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS             2068  2023 

Average  membership                             1937  1948 

Average  daily  attendance                       1848  1871 
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Number  between  5  and  7   176  163 

Number  between  7  and  14  .  .  .1198  1195 

Number  between  14  and  16    474  421 

Number  over  16  years  of  age   220  244 

Number  enrolled  at  NOTRE  DAME   710  703 

Number  between  5  and  7    49  20 

Number  between  7  and  14    582  639 

Number  between  14  and  16    79  42 

Number  over  16  years  of  age    0  2 

Average  membership    660  665 

Average  attendance    652  661 

Number  of  teachers   14  18 

Number  enrolled  at  SACRED  HEART   472  461 

Number  between  5  and  7    65  103 

Number  between  7  and  14    382  325 

Number  between  14  and  16    25  33' 

Number  over  16  years  of  age   0  0 

Average  membership    442  460 

Average  attendance   418  445 

Number  of  teachers    9  9 

Number  enrolled  at  ST.  MARY'S   204  205 

Number  between  5  and  7    26  26 

Number  between  7  and  14  .  .  ;   137  139 

Number  between  14  and  16    30  27 

Number  over  16  years  of  age   11  13 

Average  membership    199  199 

Average  attendance    185  191 

Number  of  teachers   8  8 


V.— PER  PUPIL  COSTS 

(School  year  ending  June  30,  1935 
Pupils  in  grades  1-12 ;  trade  school  not  included) 

*  Column  No. 

12  Average  membership  grades  1-12  .  .  .  1948 
46         Expenditures  for  all  purposes 

grades  1^12  $140,588.65 
47A      Cost  per  pupil  in  average  mem- 
bership, grades  1-12   $72.17 

**47A      State  average  cost  per  pupil  in 

average  membership,  grades  1-12  $81.69 
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63 
64 

65 

**65 


Average  membership  grades  1-8  ...  1376 
Expenditure  for  all  purposes, 

grades  1-8  $93,141.41 
Cost  per  pupil  in  average  mem- 
bership, grades  1-8    $67.69 

State  average  cost  per  pupil  in 

average  membership,  grades  1-8  $69.37 

117  Average  membership  grades  9-12  ....  572 

118  Expenditures  for  all  purposes, 

grades  9-12  $47,086.73 

Cost  per  pupil  in  average  mem- 
bership, grades  9-12    $82.32 

State  average  cost  per  pupil, 

grades  9-12  $95.15 

♦Reference:  To  same  column  numbers  in  Annual  Report 
of  the  State  Department  of  Education  for  school 
year  ending  June  30,  1935,  Part  II. 

**All  towns  in  state  above  5,000  population  but  not  in- 
cluding the  39  cities.    (83  towns  in  this  group). 


119 
**119 


CHANGE  OF  TEACHERS — Resigned 


Jane 
Jane 
June 
Jane 
Jane 
Jane 
Jane 
June 

September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
January- 
September 


Claudia  Dube 
Blanche  Dufault 
Osborne  B.  Tabor 
Helen  M.  Woodward 
Lucy  M.  Soldani 
lL.enore  Thompson 
*  Blanche  E.  Harwood 
Evelyn  Jackson 

APPOINTED 

Mary  F.  McReynolds 
William  L.  Winston 
Alice  D.  Gaumond 
S.  Hayward  Snell 
Elizabeth  Higgins 
Catherine  S.  Cornish 
Dorothy  Lanphear 

Rose  Prescott 

Helen  Clarke 


High 
High 
High 
High 

Marcy  Grammar 
Marcy  Grammar 
Grade  VI 
Grade  II 

High 
High 

Marcy  Grammar 
Marcy  Grammar 
Grade  V 
Sandersdale 
Assistant 
Lip  Reading 
Cole  Trade 
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PROMOTED 

September  Celestine  Carey   (From  Assistant  in  Grammar 

Schcol  to  Grade  6) 
September  Ruth  Beck      (From  Assistant  in   Marcy  Elem. 

School  to  part-time  teacher  of  ungraded 
children) 

September  Gabrielle  Lanouette      (To  Principal  of  Central 

Mills  Schcol) 

September  Alice  E.  Wixted  (To  Principal  of  Fire  Station 

School) 

ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

Julia  Yott  (From  September  1935,  to  September  1936) 
*  Retired 


CORPS  OF  TEACHERS— January  1,  1936 


Fuller  L.  Austin 
L-eona  LaFortune 


1st  Appt.     Position  College  Attended 

1934     Supt,  U.  of  Nebr.  (a)  (b), 

Harvard  (b) 

1926      Sec.  to  Supt.    Southbridge  High 


MARY  E.  W 

*Channing  H.   Greene  1929 


Robert  V.  Beals  1931 

Alice  Phinney  1928 

Harry  J.  McMahon  1926 

Neil  C.  Robinson  1933 

Martin  J.  Earls 

A.  Bernard  Peterson  1934 
Kathryn  H.  Beauregard  1922 

Priscilla  Drake  1928 

Thecla  Fitzgerald  1926 

Pauline  M.  Aucoin  1920 


ELLS  HIGH 

Principal  Middlebury  (a), 

U.  of  N.  H.  (b) 
Mass.  Ext.  Service  (c) 
Science  Harvard  (a), 

U.  of  N.  H.  (b) 
English  Wheaton  (a), 

Middlebury  (b) 
Sci.  &  Phys.  Ed.  Holy  Cross  (a) 
Harvard  (c),  B.  U.  (c) 
Mass.  Ext.  Service  (c) 
See.  St.  &  Mech.  Dr. 

Mass.  S.  C.  (a),  B.  U.  (c), 
Harvard  (c) 

1934     Eng.  Holy  Cross  (a), 

Harvard  (c),  B.  U.  (c) 
Bates  (a),  B.  U.  (c) 
Middlebury  (a)  (c) 
Boston  U.  (a)  (b) 
Radcliffe  (a),  B.  U.  (c) 


Math. 
French 
History 
Eng. 

Commercial 


Notes — (a)  Bachelor's  Degree 
(c)  Graduate  Work  * 


Boston  U.  (a) 

(b)  Advanced  Degree 
Principal  t  On  Leave  of  Absence 
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1st  Appt. 

Frances  Troy  1927 

Constance  Coderre  1929 

Persis  Howe  1930 

Mary  E.  Meagher  1887 

Clara  E.  Hefner  1933 

Agnes  G.  Parsons  1934 

Mary  F.  McReynolds  1935 

William  L.  Winston  1935 

Elsie  M.  Hofstra  1933 


Position  College  Attended 

Com.  Salem  T.  C.  (a),  B.  U.  (e) 
Com.  Simmons  (a), 

Columbia  (c),  B.  U.  (c) 
Com.  Salem  T.  C.  (a), 

Clark  (c),  Columbia  (c) 
Civics  &  Eng.  Fitchburg  T.  C. 
Latin  &  Eng.  Brown  U.  (a) 
Com.  U.  of  Vt.  (a),  B.  U.  (c) 
Eng.  &  Geog.  U.  of  Nebr.  (a), 
Radcliffe  (b) 
Com.  Salem  T.  C.  (a), 

Harvard  (b) 
Sec.  to  the  Principal, 

Becker's  College 


Luise  B.  Corbin 
Evelyn  Dover 
Joseph  B.  Lanza 
'.Margaret  G.  Butler 
Rosalie  L.  Rubenstein 
Rose  J.  Prescott 


SPECIAL  TEACHERS 

1924     Dom.  Sci. 


*Clark  H.  Morrell 


Nils  Engstrom 


Lawrence  Swenson 


Emery  Laval  lee 


Herman  Persson 


Frank  Olson 


Herman  M.  Polley 


Frank  P.  Skinyon 


Ernest  Hall 


1934 
192» 
1892 
1926 
1935 


1920  Electricity 


X 


WheatoH 
Mass.  S.  C.  (a) 
Fitchburg  T.  C, 
Hyannis  T.  C. 
E.  Conservatory 
Salem  T.  C.  (a) 


Notes — (a)  Bachelor's  Degree 


Eon!.  Sci. 
Manual  Arts 
Ungraded 
Music  Sup. 
Lip-Reading 

COLE  TRADE  SCHOOL 

1931     Director    Bost.  U.  State  Coursed 

at  Fitchburg 
Mass.  S.  C, 
State  Courses  at  Fitchburg 
Machinery         Wentworth  Inst, 
State  Courses  at  Fitchburg 
Eraw.&Gen.  Shcp     Fitchb.  Voc. 

State  Courses  at  Fitchjburg 
Machinery       I.  C.  S..  Scranton 
State  Courses  at  Fitchburg 
Machinery       'Mass.  Inst.  Tech. 

State  Courses  at  Fitchburg 
Auto  Mechan.    Wentworth  Inst. 

State  Courses  at  Fitchburg 
Wood  Work.  Fitchburg  T.  C.  (a) 
State  Courses  at  Fitchburg 
Printing  Southbridge  High 

(b)  Advanced  Degree 


1932 


1926 


1927 


1929 


1933 


1934 


1926 


(c)  Graduate  Work  *  Principal  t  On  Leave  of  Absence 
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1st  Appt. 

Helen  Clarke  1935 
Margaret  R.  Connolly  1922 


Position  College  Attended 

Mnsio  Potsdam  Nor. 

Sec.  to  Director       N.  E.  School 
Sec.  Science 


MARCY 

"  Laura  B.  E"esmarais 
Eva  A.  Poulin 

tJulia  Yott 


STREET  GRAMMAR 

1922     Guidance  Lowell  T.  C. 

1932     Health  &  >Soc.  St.  Wor.  T.  C.  (a) 

Clark  U.  (b) 

1917     Math.  Fitchburg  T.  6. 


Grace  B.  Noyes 

1923 

Eng.  &  Soc.  iSt'.       Putnam  High 

Hannah  Bcwden 

1929 

Sci.&Soc.  St.  tHyannis  T.  C.  (a) 

Elizabeth  Hall 

1916 

English 

Colby 

Marjorie  Y.  Harrington 

1933 

Soc.  St. 

Bridgewater  T.  C.  (a) 

Bertha  Wallace 

1922 

Math. 

Hyannis   T.  C. 

Alice  D.  Gaumond 

1935 

Science 

Mass.  State  (a),. 

Clark  U.  (c) 

1935 

English 

Clark  U.  (a), 

Harvard  (c) 

Dorothy  Lanphear 

1935 

Asst. 

Worcester  T.  C.  (a) 

Marie  J.  Saunders  . 

1924 

Math.  & 

Penmanship, 

Westchester  Nor. 

Marjorie  D.  Fitch 

1933 

Art  &  Ungraded  Bridgewater 

T.  C.  (a),  Simmons  (c) 

MARCY 

STREET 

ELEMENTARY 

Mary  L.  Boardman 

1891 

II 

State  Ext.  Courses 

Bertha  Foley 

1912 

III 

Worcester  T.  C. 

Irene  Gough 

1914 

IV 

School  of  Dom.  Science 

Mary  Chase 

1906 

III 

Thompson  High 

Elizabeth  Higgins 

1935 

V 

Middlebury  (a) 

Annie  Marcy 

1900 

V 

Worcester  T.  C. 

May  Simpson 

1911 

Ungraded         Worcester  T.  C. 

Laurenda  Boyer 

1928 

VI 

Boston  University 

Ruth  Beck 

1928 

Asst.  & 

Ungraded  Southb.  High 

CENTRAL 

Gabrielle  Lanouette 

1930 

VI 

U.  of  New  H. 

Mable  Joy 

1915 

V 

Salem  T.  C. 

Helen  Houlberg 

1930 

VI 

Fitchburg  T.  C. 

Notes — (a)  Bachelor's  Degree  (b)  Advanced  Degree 

(c)  Graduate  Work  *  Principal  t  On  Leave  of  Absence 
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IstAppt.  Position 

College  Attended 

MECHANIC  STREET 

♦Jennie  Monroe 

1905  IV 

Bridgewater  T.  €. 

Julia,  Morrill 

1914  III 

St.  Joseph  Normal 

Ellen  Stowers 

1933  II 

Wheelock  School 

Mabel  Chamberlain 

1902  I 

State  Ext.  Courses 

SCHOOL  STREET 

♦Agues  Meagher 

1886  IV-V 

Fitchburg  T.  C. 

\^eie»une  ^.vi.  i^eiity 

1932     VI          Our  Lady  of  the  Elms 

Stefanie  Kozyra 

1934  IMII 

Fitchburg  T.  C.  (a) 

Jeannette  Stone 

1898  I 

Hyannis  T.  C. 

RIVER  STREET 

♦Anna  Herron 

1931  I 

Fitchburg  T.  C. 

Edith  Randall 

1920  II 

iStAtp  Ext  Coiirsp4* 

Corinne  Beaudreau 

1924  in-iv 

State  Ext.  Courses 

Ruth  Sampson 

1930  VI 

Westfield  T.  C. 

FIRE  STATION 

Alice  E.  Wixted 

1926  V 

North  Adams  T.  C. 

TOWN  HALL  SCHOOL 

♦Sylvia  Claflin 

1929  I 

Westfield  T.  C. 

Nathalie  Morey 

1933  II 

Lowell  T.  C.  (a) 

ELM  STREET 

Mary  McCabe 

1890  I 

Quincy  Training 

SANDERSDALE 

Catherine  S.  Cornish        1933  MI-III 

Cortland  Normal, 

Columbia  (a) 

DENNISON 

Stella  Gay 

1907  I-VI 

State  Ext.  Courses 

LEBANON  HILL 

Pauline  M.  Roy 

1923  I-V 

North  Adams  T.  C. 

Notes — (a)  Bachelor's  Degree  (b) 

Advanced  Degree 

(c)  Graduate  Work  *  Principal  t  On  Leave  of  Absence 

JANITORS 

1st  Appt. 

School 

•Nathan  Jackson 

1910              Marcy  Street  Elementary 

U.  A.  Goodell 

1916 

High 

Edward  Grant 

1919 

River  Street 

Fred  Gelineau 

1923 

High 
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Felix  Lavallee 
Charles  Quevillon 
Narcisse  Lapierre 
Delbert  Buchanan 
Napoleon  Lavallee 
ftodolph  L'Homme 


1923  High 

1928  Cole  Trade 

1930  Mechanic  Street 

1931  Central  Mills 

1934  School  Street 

1935  Marcy  Street  Elementary 


*  Retired 
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STATISTICS  FROM  SCHOOL  REGISTERS 
School  Year  Ending  July  1,  1935 

Aver. 


Tot. 

Daily 

Aver. 

P.  C. 

Boys 

Gls.  Tot.  Mem. 

Att. 

Mem.  of  Att. 

xiign  ocnooi 

Odt 
ZOO 

323 

586 

605 

04y.  t  0 

571.60 

96.470 

Marcy  Grammar  VIII 

±0 

14 

30 

37 

28.88 

95.013 

Marcy  Grammar  VIII 

1  A 
14 

19 

33 

35 

oi.  i  y 

33.02 

96.567 

Marcy  Grammar  VIII 

1  9 

lo 

20 

33 

33 

91  AO. 

32.25 

96.764 

Marcy  Grammar  VIII 

1  K 

16 

31 

39 

9Q  ai 

zy.ui 

29.95 

96.871 

Marcy  Grammar  VIII 

1  C 

lo 

18 

36 

41 

9A  97 

31.13 

97.241 

Marcy  Grammar  VII 

iy 

24 

43 

44 

90  9A 

41.44 

95.176 

Marcy  Grammar  VII 

1  Q 

25 

44 

45 

97  97 

38.90 

95.78 

Marcy  Grammar  VII 

on 

23 

43 

45 

9Q  OA 

41.26 

95.105 

Marcy  Grammar  VII 

__ 

22 

44 

49 

9C  CO 

OD.OO 

38.65 

97.74 

Marcy  Grammar  VII 

91 

24 

45 

46 

9  7  <k&. 
6-i  .4>0 

39.55 

94.705 

u-eiiLrai  miiis  vi 

lo 

21 

39 

53 

9  7  A7 

38.33 

96.7 

n^entrai  iviiiis  vi 

1  7 
1  I 

22 

39 

52 

97 

O  t  .00 

39.53 

95.26 

Engine  House  VI 

1  9 

1Z 

20 

32 

35 

99  A9 
OO.Oo 

34.03 

97.094 

itiver  otreet  v  i 

99 

13 

35 

35 

OA  C9 
o4.0o 

34.74 

95.26 

ocnooi  otreet  v  l 

1  Q 

iy 

14 

33 

33 

91  C1 

ol.Ol 

32.63 

96.867 

marcy  Ha  em.   v   &  vi 

1  7 
1  < 

25 

42 

42 

9Q  9Q 

40.91 

95.880 

Engine  House  V 

lb 

22 

38 

38 

00. 59 

37.74  97.014 

<Jontral  Mills  v 

Jl 

20 

41 

44 

A  A  Art 

40.00 

42.19 

94.790 

Marcy  El  em.  V 

lo 

22 

38 

39 

or  1  0 

36.37 

96.550 

Marcy  Elem.  V 

iy 

22 

41 

41 

on  7A 

oy.  <  \j 

40.88 

97.147 

ocnooi  otreet  lv   &  v 

9iK 

11 

36 

38 

99  cn 
00.  OU 

34.93 

96.187 

Mechanic  iStreet  IV 

99 

Zo 

14 

37 

37 

9  9  C1 

00.01 

34.51 

97.38 

Marcy  Elem.  IV 

1  c 
lo 

20 

38 

42 

OR  QO 

oo.yo 

33.56 

92.88 

Marcy  Elem.  IV 

22 

18 

40 

41 

37.33 

39.18 

94.91 

River  Street  III  &  IV 

17 

20 

37 

37 

35.00 

36.09 

97.11 

Mechanic  Street  III 

17 

14 

31 

34 

30.89 

32.20 

95.907 

Marcy  Elem.  Ill 

19 

19 

38 

40 

35.67 

37.66 

94.687 

Marcy  Elem.  Ill 

21 

19 

40 

40 

36.78 

38.18 

95.68 

School  Street  n  &  HI 

17 

16 

33 

36 

32.02 

33.87 

94.64 

Town  Hall  II 

18 

27 

45 

45 

35.36 

37.41 

94.52 

River  Street  II 

15 

12 

27 

28 

24.47 

25.94 

94.33 

Mechanic  Street  II 

16 

22 

38 

40 

34.87 

36.70 

95.011 

Marcy  Elem.  II 

29 

8 

37 

47 

34.33 

36.16 

94.439 

Elm  Street  I 

13 

11 

24 

26 

23.33 

24.54 

95.10 

Town  Hall  I 

18 

15 

33 

33 

29.50 

31.67 

93.23 

River  Street  I 

12 

17 

29 

29 

24.70 

26.77 

92.183 
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STATISTICS  FROM  SCHOOL  REGISTERS 
(Continued) 


Aver. 

Tot. 

Daily 

Aver.  P.  C. 

Boys 

Gils. 

Tot.  IMem. 

Att. 

Mem.  of  Att. 

(School  Street  I 

16 

9 

25 

25 

18.34 

19.6i2  92.91 

Mechanic  Street  I 

<23 

10 

33 

39 

32.22 

34.49  96.30 

l>ennison  District  I-VI 

11 

4 

15 

17 

14,21 

14.54  97.64 

Lebanon  Hill  I-V 

11 

7 

18 

18 

15.82 

16.42  95.56 

iSandersdale  MJ-IH 

11 

10 

21 

24 

18.27 

19.93  94.48 

989 

1032 

2021 

2147 

1870.74 

1948.35  95.592 

Continuation  School 

3 

63 

66 

66 

21.69 

41.26  98.544 

Cole  Trade  School 

257 

257 

257 

108.65 

114.73  94.175 
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ENROLLMENT  BY  AGE  AND  GRADE 


October  1,  1935 — BOYS 
Age 


Grade 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12  13 

14  15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

TV*. 

I 

20 

56 

6 

8 

S9 

II 

11 

35 

18 

12 

8 

4 

1 

1 

99 

III 

13 

46 

10 

6 

4 

1 

89 

IV 

3 

50 

14 

6 

3  6 

1  1 

84 

V 

6 

33 

19 

10  15 

2  1 

8S 

VI 

12 

38 

23  11 

4  3 

91 

VII 

9 

27  34 

18  9 

2 

99 

VIII 

8  34 

20  10 

2 

1 

75 

XI 

20 

26  25 

6 

1 

78 

X 

2 

14  36 

22 

3 

1 

78 

XI 

1 

1  12 

28 

9 

2 

1 

64 

XII 

20 

24 

8 

1 

53 

Total 

20 

67 

53 

75 

78 

73 

80 

72  124 

86  98 

80 

37 

12 

1 

1 

967 

ENROLLMENT  BY  AGE  AND  GRADE 
October  1,  1935— GIRLS 


Age 


Grade 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19  20 

Tot. 

I 

23 

36 

5 

1 

6S 

II 

11 

33 

21 

4 

3 

72 

III 

20 

40 

8 

6 

1 

2 

77 

IV 

13 

34 

13 

4 

2 

2 

68 

V 

7 

61 

29 

12 

5 

3 

117 

VI 

1 

10 

43 

23 

7 

3 

3 

90 

VII 

14 

46 

38 

11 

S 

1 

11S 

VIII 

10 

45 

19 

9 

1 

84 

IX 

1 

32 

59 

21 

6 

3 

122 

X 

1 

29 

47 

10 

3 

90 

XI 

1 

19 

25 

11 

2 

58 

XII 

23 

29 

8 

2 

62 

Total  23  47,  58  75  64  93  91  96  130  122  110  66  46  10    2  10-22 
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SCHOOL  SAVINGS 


The  following  is  the  amount  of  deposits  for  the  year 
ending-  October  31.  1935: 

Harcy  Street  Elementary    $1,879.37 

Mechanic  Street  School    448.81 

School  Street  School    538.78 

Engine  House  School    162.27 

Biver  Street  School    592.86 

Marcy  Street  Grammar  School    688.71 

Dennison  District  School    59.39 

Town  Hall  School    462.67 

Central  Mills  School   391.24 


Total  Deposits  $5,224.10 

Number  enrolled  depositors   555 

Number  of  deposits    9,152 

Transferred  to  pass  books    $3,868.92 

Total  Deposits  to  October  31,  1935   $97,520.84 

New  books  issued   100 

Average  deposits,  1934   $10.13 

Average  deposits,  1935    $9.41 
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Report  of  the  Principal 
MARY  E.  WELLS  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Mr.  Charming  H.  Greene 


To  The  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

In  accordance  with  your  request  my  seventh  annual 
report  as  Principal  of  the  Mary  E.  Wells  High  School  is 
hereby  submitted. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  1935-1936  is  divided  as 
follows:  Post-graduates  17,  Seniors  94,  Juniors  142, 
Sophomores  189,  Freshmen  187,  a  total  of  629  pupils. 


Diplomas  are  granted  upon  completion  of  five  dif- 
ferent courses,  namely:  Academic.  Bookkeeping,  Book- 
keeping and  Stenographic,  General,  and  Stenographic. 

One  hundred  and  seven  pupils  were  graduated  on 
June  20.  1935  and  their  names  and  courses  completed  by 
them  are  included  in  this  report  for  the  information  of 
interested  citizens. 


PROGRAM  OF  STUDIES 


CLASS  OF  1935— Academic 


Laile  Hall  Ban- 
Hi  ram  Houghton  Bellows 
Louis  Victor  Bourdelais 
Arthur  James  Canning 
Polly  Altana  Chamberlin 
Edward  Luther  Chapin,  Jr. 
Alden  Wayne  Collings 
Winston  Dorr  ell 
Paul  Harlow  Haynes  * 
Marion  Gordon  Hob  son 
Donald  Chester  Karle 
Aloysius  Ivan  Koprowski 


Beverly  Pauline  Lawton 
Richard  Cheney  Macallister 
Margaret  Laird  McKinstry 
Eleanor  Elizabeth  McNitt  * 
John  Edward  Merrill.  Jr. 
Sarah  Eunice  Morehouse  * 
Chauncy  Walker  Phipps 
Walter  Paul  Remian  * 
Dorothy  Ellen  Robinson 
Frances  Elizabeth  Sutcliffe  * 
Katherine  Marie  Sutherland 
Roger  Bernard  Thompson 


4A 

j. — 


Bookkeeping 


Alice  Etherington 
Lurine  Fin  lay 
Mildred  Charlotte  Pitts 
Pearl  Marie  Kovaleski 
Anthy  Mary  Kraly 


George  'Stephen  Proulx 
Rlicda  Marie  Robidoux 
Abraham  Schwartzberg 
Charles  Edwin  Simpson 
Hazel  Eula  Smith 


Victtoria  Annabelle  Szydlik 

Bookkeeping  and  Stenographic 

Jeannette  Leontine  Allard  Emma  Margaret  Hofstra 

Mary  Margaret  Detarando  Catherine  Barbara  Pickarski 

Es telle  Yvette  Robidoux 

General 


Thomas  Nicholas  Apostola 
Joseph  Vincent  Ashmankas 
Thelma  Myrtie  Austin  * 
John  Franklin  Barnard,  Jr. 
Edward  William  Belanger 
Elizabeth  Clayton  Bernheim 
Raymond  Francois  Blanchard 
Armand  Joseph  Brault 
Alphonse  Jerome  Charron 
Anna  Charlotte  Clark 
Jean  Isabel  Clemence 
Hazel  Cooper 
Pauline  Louise  Earls 
John  Rankin  Edmondson 
Gerald  Raymond  Favreau 
Ruth  Ethel  Fay 
Alfred  Frederic  Ferron 
Marion  Martha  Fitts  * 
Rene  Raniero  Francazzi  * 
Rita  Pearl  Gatineau 
Beulah  Alice  Gladu 
Jeannette  Irene  Gregoire 
Clarence  Stanislaus  Guillet 
Grover  Chrisman  Hallquest 
Flora  Mee  Young  Chin  Hong 


Walter  Leigh  Hunt,  Jr. 
Arthur  William  Johnson 
Jennie  Nina  Kozlowski 
Waiter  Krasowsky 
Rcsaire  Joseph  Lamontagne 
Norman  Wilfred  Leblanc 
Emma  Louise  LeBoeuf 
Lecnide  Lemire 
Lois  Marion  Mason 
Marjorie  Elmira  McGrath 
John  Francis  McTighe 
Marian  Elizabeth  Munday 
Peter  Robert  Palmerino 
Arthur  Taylor  Phillips 
Rcmeo  Joseph  Plante 
Julia  Irene  Plimpton 
Christine  Julia  Power 
Mary  Lovrien  Price 
Prudence  Evelyn  Proulx 
Joseph  Galbriel  St.  Onge 
Anthony  Silvestri 
Stefano  Ettore  Simonelli 
Mitchell  John  Slota 
Norman  William  Swain 
Anthony  Frank  Verna 


Robert  Andrew  Werner 
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Stenographic 


Vivian  Theresa  Allard 
Alice  Mary  Bachand 


Eleanor  Stephanie  Liro  * 
Alice  Rose  Marie  Normandin 
Ruth  Evelyn  Peterson 
Gertrude  ^dna  Pezzetti 
Emma  Mary  Ann  Volpini 
Rita  Walsh 
Kathleen  Westwell 
Martha  Helen  Zuiss 


Pauline  Emily  Bachand 
Alice  Mary  Ann  Janeczek  * 


^Bertha  Dorothea  Juros 
Pauline  Apolinia  Kopacz 
Marion  Theresa  Lacasse 
Christine  Claire  Lavoie 


*  Leading  Honor  Pupil 

In  the  completion  of  our  graduation  requirements, 
the  work  is  divided  into  nine  major  departments  and 
each  of  these  will  be  discussed  briefly. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  report  each  department 
has  submitted  an  outline  of  its  work  and  I  have  drawn 
freely  upon  this  material.  I  wish  to  thank  each  teacher 
whose  contributions  may  be  found  herein. 

The  commercial  department,  provides  four  years  or 
less,  of  instruction,  depending  upon  interest  and  ability 
of  pupil. 

It  seeks  to  provide  vocational  training  for  those  stu- 
dents who  can  profit  by  such  training. 

It  seeks  to  furnish  the  maximum  amount  of  guid- 
ance in  determining  pupil  abilities  and  interests  and  to 
direct  them  into  proper  channels  through  try-out  expe- 
riences. 

Beginning  in  September,  1936,  it  is  hoped  that  we 
can  introduce  a  course  in  machine  practice  and  filing  and 
augment  our  half  year  course  in  salesmanship  now  given 
in  the  Sophomore  year  to  a  full  Senior  year  course. 

The  English  department  has  introduced  books  with 
American  background,  a  study  of  modern  drama,  of  cur- 
rent magazines  and  the  newspaper  to  prepare  pupils  for 
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contemporary  literature.  During  "free  reading"  periods 
in  both  Junior  and  Senior  classes,  pupils  are  encouraged, 
under  the  guidance  of  teachers,  to  develop  their  indivi- 
dual tastes.  Miss  Ella  Miersch,  Town  Librarian,  has 
generously  cooperated  with  us  so  that  a  wide  selection 
of  books  has  been  available  to  the  pupils  in  their  own 
class-rooms. 

Stimulus  has  been  given  to  Oral  English  through  a 
Forum  in  the  Junior  class  and  the  Lecture  Period  in  the 
Sophomore  class.  In  this  way  the  quality  and  amount 
of  oral  composition  has  been  increased.  Attention  to 
pronunciation  and  enunciation  is  stressed  in  Freshman 
English  as  preparation  for  this  later  work. 

Discussions  and  reviews  of  motion  pictures  with  ref- 
erence to  outline  plans  drawn  up  by  the  National  Council 
Teachers  of  English,  book  reviews,  original  newspapers 
of  Ivanhoe's  or  of  Silas  Marner's  periods,  shoe-box  stages 
of  scenes  from  Shakespeare,  anthologies  of  poetry  and 
original  poetry  suggest  a  few  of  the  voluntary  projects 
which  ambitious  pupils  have  accomplished  under  the 
three  levels  of  assignment  plan. 

Household  Arts.  The  work  of  this  department 
starts  with  sewing  in  grade  seven  and  continues  through 
the  senior  year  of  high  school. 

A  group  of  junior  and  senior  girls  are  enrolled  this 
year  in  a  Home  Management  class  which  repairs,  makes- 
over  and  designs  clothing,  in  addition  to  working  out 
problems  concerned  with  feeding  the  family  economically 
and  properly. 

This  department  also  maintains  a  boys  cooking  class 
and  membership  is  eagerly  sought.  Many  more  enroll 
than  can  be  provided  for  and  boys  chosen  usually  justify 
their  selection. 
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Manual  Arts.  The  work  of  the  manual  arts  depart- 
ment is  open  also  to  the  six  upper  classes. 

Instruction  is  given  in  mechanical  drawing  as  well 
as  in  tool  and  machine  work. 

Each  and  every  boy  is  able  to  construct  several  use- 
ful articles  during  the  year  which  may  become  his  prop- 
erty upon  the  payment  of  costs. 

These  boys  at  times  are  at  work  making  minor  re- 
pairs to  articles  of  furniture  belonging  to  the  school  and 
frequently  are  able  to  repair  family  articles  at  home  or 
at  school.  This  has  a  two-fold  value;  the  worth  of  the 
salvaged  article  and  experience  gained  by  completing  the 
particular  repair  job. 

In  my  oponion,  this  department  is  second  to  none, 
in  its  permanent  value  to  the  boy  who  makes  the  most  of 
the  opportunity  thus  provided. 

Music.  The  music  department  continues  to  hold  ait 
important  place  in  the  curriculum. 

The  orchestra  and  glee  club  are  called  upon  manjr 
times  during  the  year  to  furnish  a  part  of  an  assembly 
or  other  school  program  and  these  services  are  gracious- 
ly and  pleasingly  rendered. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  recent  addition  of  instrumental 
instruction  under  the  direction  of  the  Harlow  Music  Bu- 
reau will  add  to  the  present  high  value  of  our  musical 
organizations. 

Language.  Latin  is  offered  for  four  years.  It  is 
taught  as  an  aid  to  a  better  understanding  of  words,  es- 
pecially English  and  French;  also  to  grammar  and  spell- 
ing as  well  as  for  advanced  educational  requirements. 


In  the  group  work  of  the  class  period,  individual  dif- 
ferences are  considered  so  that  the  course  may  be  made 
enjoyable  to  those  desiring  it  only  for  a  background  and 
helpful  to  those  aiming  to  obtain  a  good  foundation  in 
the  fundamentals  and  constructions  peculiar  to  this  lan- 
guage. Our  aim  is  to  make  Latin  a  living  and  helpful 
language. 

French  is  offered  for  three  years.  We  endeavor  first 
to  give  the  student  a  careful  training  in  the  elements  of 
grammar  with  emphasis  on  pronunciation,  a  good  work- 
ing vocabulary  for  the  purpose  of  conversation,  a  good 
Teading  knowledge  of  simple  French,  and  an  ability  to 
write  the  language  in  its  simple  forms.  In  the  advanced 
classes  we  strive  to  make  more  solid  the  foundation  al- 
ready laid  and  make  a  more  thorough  study  of  the  lan- 
guage as  an  aid  to  future  use.  The  reading  and  litera- 
ture are  taken  from  the  best  known  and  modern  authors. 
The  three-level  assignment  is  used  with  attention  in  each 
class  period  to  individual  work. 

Mathematics.  Classes  in  general  mathematics  or  al- 
gebra for  Freshmen,  Plane  geometry  for  Sophomores, 
Solid  geometry  and  trigonometry  for  Juniors  and  Review 
Mathematics  for  Seniors  are  all' conducted  on  the  budget 
basis  with  three  levels  of  assignment  to  care  for  indivi- 
dual needs. 

Ample  opportunity  is  also  being  given  for  oral  ex- 
pression during  class  work  periods. 

Work  is  taken  in  this  field,  because  of  post-second- 
ary school  requirement  or  for  the  mental  discipline  and 
logical  reasoning  powers  that  it  helps  develop. 

Science.  The  offerings  of  the  science  department  are 
varied  enough  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  largest  group 
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through  several  levels  of  assignment,  yet  rich  enough  in 
content  to  satisfy  those  who  are  interested  in  a  particu- 
lar field  in  which  special  research  may  be  conducted. 

The  courses  of  instruction,  general  science,  biology, 
chemistry  and  physics  are  kept  in  line  of  present  educa- 
tional requirements:  by  the  use  of  recently  revised  text 
iooks,  by  the  use  of  study-work  books,  by  increased  li- 
brary facilities,  by  testing  program,  and  by  proposed 
field  trips. 

Social  Stud.e^.  The  subjects  of  the  Social  Science 
Department  have  been  crganized  into  units  of  work  in 
an  endeavor  to  meet  the  pupils'  needs,  interests  and 
abilities.  The  work  is  arranged  on  the  basis  of  three 
levels  of  assignment,  but  even  the  student  who  is  able 
to  complete  only  the  mln;mum  assignment  has  had  an 
effective  training  in  citizenship.  The  additional  assign- 
ments for  the  students  of  greater  interests  or  ability  train- 
ed for  independent  thinking  and  research.  Reference 
books,  work  books  and  discussions  of  current  events  are 
csedto  supplement  the  text  books.  Often  the  current  event 
£s  used  as  a  method  of  approach  to  the  history  lesson. 

The  two  newest  branches  of  subject  matter  in  this 
tield,  namely :  economics  and  sociology  are  concerned  pri- 
marily in  giving  instruction  in  the  art  of  gaining  a  live- 
lihood and  in  worthwhile  social  adjustments.  The  pri- 
mary needs  of  food,  shelter,  clothing  and  community 
health  and  protection  are  continually  emphasized. 
Through  budget  making  in  various  income  fields,  worth- 
while training  is  given  which  should  be  exceedingly  val- 
uable as  these  boys  and  girls  become  wage  earners  and 
spenders. 


Teacher  Training.  Teachers  are  constantly  trying 
ia  improve  in  service  in  order  to  better  judge  pupil  capa- 
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cities  and  each  year  finds  several  faculty  members,  en- 
rolled in  advanced  education  courses.  At  the  present 
time  ten  members  of  the  junior-senior  faculty  are  thus 
engaged. 

Graduation  requirements.  Although  we  give  a  di- 
ploma to  each  graduate  which  differs  only  in  course  des- 
ignation, the  value  of  the  diploma  varies  widely. 

Sixty-five  percent  is  the  passing  mark  and  a  pupil 
completing  80  points  at  that  figure  is  entitled  to  our  di- 
ploma, but  his  accomplishment  can  not  be  considered 
equal  to  the  pupil  in  the  college  preparatory  or  commer- 
cial course  whose  general  average  is  80  percent  or  above. 

We  consider  a  mark  of  C  or  D  to  be  satisfactory  only 
when  a  pupil  is  working  to  capacity. 

Requirements  for  post-secondary  education.  For 

the  average  or  even  superior  pupils  planning  on  advanc- 
ed education  training  ten  hours  or  more  per  week  of 
home  study  is  essential.  We  certify  to  college  or  other 
standard  schools  only  those  pupils  of  superior  ability 
who  we  have  reason  to  feel  are  ready  for  advanced 
v/ork.  In  this  connection  I  wish  to  urge  all  parents  who 
are  planning  such  training  for  their  children  to  confer 
with  us  frequently  about  entrance  requirements  and  all 
matters  pertaining  to  admission. 

The  school  wishes  to  help  each  pupil  gain  college  en- 
trance whenever  possible  and  is  always  willing  to  corre- 
spond with  the  officials  involved. 

In  general,  each  potential  pupil  planning  college  en- 
trance should  complete  four  years  of  English,  four  years 
of  language,  two  years  of  science,  two  years  of  social 
studies,  and  two  years  of  mathematics,  and  no  parent 
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of  a  pupil  in  this  group  should  encourage  or  permit  a  pu- 
pil to  discontinue  a  subject  until  he  is  very  certain  col- 
lege entrance  does  not  require  it. 

Extra-Curricula  Activities.  As  outlined  last  year? 
each  teacher  has  been  assigned  the  duty  of  serving  as 
a  class  or  club  advisor  and  pupils  have  the  opportunity 
of  belonging  to  not  more  than  three  of  these  groups. 

The  athletic  department  is  carrying  on  an  increas- 
ingly useful  program  and  the  large  number  of  partici- 
pants in  the  several  sports  attest  to  the  inclinations  of 
and  benefits  to  participants. 

Our  school  is  cooperating  with  the  Federal  govern- 
ment in  its  emergency  educational  program  through  the 
housing  of  and  furnishing  equipment  to  night-school  pu- 
pils. 

We  are  also  taking  advantage  of  the  National  Youth 
Administration  program  which  is  assisting  worthy  and 
needy  students  to  remain  in  school  by  performing  use- 
ful and  necessary  tasks  outside  of  school  hours. 


We  express  our  appreciation  to  school  officials  and 
to  taxpayers  for  their  institution — the  public  school. 
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Report  of  the  Director 
COLE    TRADE  SCHOOL 

Mr.  Clark  H.  Morrell 


To  The  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I  herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  a  report 
of  statistics  and  affairs  concerning  the  Cole  Trade  School 
during  the  fiscal  year  of  1935. 

This  institution  has  offered  courses  under  three  dis- 
tinct divisions  of  vocational  training,  namely:  the  Gen- 
eral Vocational,  Day  School,  and  Cooperative  School. 

The  General  Vocational  division  was  established  to 
provide  training  for  boys  who  were  too  young  or  were 
unprepared  to  choose  a  trade  subject. 

The  Day  School  courses  provide  training  in  trade 
subjects  until  students  become  sixteen  years  of  age  and 
prove  themselves  capable  of  mastering  their  elective 
trade. 

The  Cooperative  division  of  the  school  offers  courses 
in  trade  subjects  and  factory  maintenance.  These 
courses  provide  opportunity  for  students  to  earn  while 
learning.  The  plan  of  operation  is  to  alternate  the  stu- 
dents weekly  between  school  and  industry. 

Special  courses  were  devised  for  High  School  grad- 
uates in  Machine  Shop  Practice,  Cabinet  Making  and 
Printing.  Because  full  credit  is  given  for  high  school 
academic  subjects,  an  intensive  shop  practice  is  permis- 
sable.  These  courses  should  be  completed  in  two  years 
by  these  students.   Six  young  men  have  taken  advantage 
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of  these  offerings.  The  enrollment  is  limited  to  this 
number  this  year. 

EVENING  SCHOOL 

Because  no  funds  were  appropriated  for  Evening 
School  in  trade  extension  subjects,  it  has  been  necessary 
for  young  men  who  wish  to  further  their  education  in 
their  field  of  work  to  50  to  Worcester  for  it.  A  consider- 
able number  have  availed  themselves  of  the  facilities  of 
Worcester  schools  during  the  last  two  years  at  some  ex- 
pense to  Southbridge.  Furthermore,  the  demand  for 
this  course  has  been  greatly  emphasized  by  the  re- 
quests of  many  who  were  not  able  to  stand  the  expense 
of  transportation.  The  need  for  trade  extension  courses 
and  their  value  are  unquestionable  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  are  familiar  with  the  local  need. 

BOYS'  CONTINUATION  SCHOOL 

The  demand  for  facilities  by  full  time  students  was 
too  great  to  accommodate  the  few  continuation  students. 
The  recommendation  to  discontinue  this  type  of  train- 
ing put  forth  last  year  was  accepted  and  acted  upon  ac- 
cordingly. 

Record  September  1934  -  June  1935 


Membership  at  close  of  year   0 

Graduated    0 

Withdrawals  entering  industry  trained  for   3 

Re-entered  public  school    0 

Membership  during  year    3 

GRADUATION 


Eleven  students  were  graduated  with  formal  exer- 
cises at  the  Mary  E.  Wells  Auditorium  followed  by  a  re- 
ception and  social.  The  number  of  graduates  by  trades 
are  enumerated  below: 


Machinists 


11 
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MEMBERSHIP  and  ADJUSTMENT 


Day  Co-op.  Total 

Enrollment  of  students  in  school 

at  end  of  year  . .   73  60  133 

Graduated    —  11  11 

Certificated   —  3  3 

Withdrawals  entering  industry 

trained  for    3  2  5 

v  Withdrew  to  other  occupations  ....  16  3  19 

Unfitted   ,   10  5  15 

Re-entered  Grammar  or  High  Schools  11  1  12 

"Illness   •  •  •  1  1  2 

Transfers  to  Co-operative  School  .  .  18  —  18 

'Total  Membership  for  year   132  86  218 

Enrolled  during  the  year   —  —  94 
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SOUTHBRIBGE  CONTINUATION  SCHOOL 

Southbridge,  Massachusetts 
Office  of  the  Director 


REPORT  OF  CONTINUATION  SCHOOL 

To  The  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

Sixty-three  girls  were  enrolled  in  the  Continuation 
School  for  the  year  beginning  September  5,  1934  and 
ending  June  21,  1935.  There  were  19  girls  14  to  15  years 
of  age  while  44  were  15  to  16  years. 

The  school  was  in  session  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays 
of  each  week  from  one  to  five  o'clock.  The  first  two  hours 
were  devoted  to  Household  Arts,  the  remaining  two  to 
academic  subjects. 

Miss  Evelyn  Dover,  Household  Arts  instructor,  plan- 
ned to  teach  in  the  foods  course  the  principles  of  nutri- 
tion and  economy  in  the  selection,  preparation  and  serv- 
ing foods  for  the  family ;  to  lead  the  girls  to  systematize 
and  raise  the  standard  of  their  work;  and  to  appreciate 
the  relation  between  a  well  ordered  home  and  healthful, 
happy  family  life. 

The  clothing  course  emphasized  the  principles  of 
construction  and  the  fundamental  processes  in  technique 
as  they  are  used  in  various  types  of  clothing. 

A  course  of  ten  one-hour  lessons  in  Home  Nursing" 
and  Child  Care  was  given  each  girl  by  Miss  King,  the 
school  nurse.  It  was  planned  to  cover  the  two  phases 
of  the  health  problem  in  family  life:  the  first,  with, 
keeping  well,  the  second  with  caring  for  the  sick.  Rath- 
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ing,  dressing  and  feeding  an  infant  were  among  the  pro- 
cedures of  the  class ;  training  the  child  in  good  habits  of 
eating,  sleeping,  etc.  was  stressed. 

The  academic  subjects  included  English,  civics,  hy- 
giene and  arithmetic.  Those  were  related  to  the  other 
two  courses,  also  to  the  girls'  employment,  her  home  life 
and  her  leisure-time  pursuits.  As  these  subjects  wre 
presented  on  the  individual  progress  plan,  the  ambitions 
girls  had  an  opportunity  to  reach  the  greatest  heights 
possible  to  them  while  all  Were  encouraged  to  work  in- 
dependently and  intelligently. 

As  the  girls  this  year  were  engaged  only  in  house- 
work, either  in  their  own  homes  or  as  domestics  in  houses 
of  others,  we  tried  to  teach  them  to  analyze  these  jobs; 
to  give  them  definite  help  so  they  might  improve  and  to 
instill  in  them  the  qualities  of  carefulness  and  thorougii- 
ness. 

The  following  analysis  by  a  girl  15  years  old  who  is 
engaged  in  housework  is  typical  of  what  was  attempted: 

JOB  ANALYSIS 

Job : — Housework 
Dishes: — 

Floors: — sweep,  wash,  dry-mop,  wax, 
vacuum-clean,  carpet-sweep. 

Dusting: — walls,  ceilings,  radiators,  foot-boards, 
window  sills,  furniture,  draperies,  shades, 
electric  bulbs. 

Beds: — (mitred  corners)  daily, 

turn  mattresses  (once  a  week) 
change  bedding  (once  a  week). 


Washing: — Electric  washer,  towels  (dish,  daily) 
Ironing: — Electric  ironer,  electric  flat  iron. 
Set  Table :— Serve. 

Care  of  Children: — (two)  bathe,  dress,  get  meals* 
take  out,  tell  stories,  play  games  etc.,  put  to  sleep 

House  Cleaning: — (twice  a  year) 
One  room  at  a  time. 

Cooking : — Soups, 

Vegetables :  preparation,  proper  time  for  cooking- 

Meat:  broil,  roast,  boil. 

Salads, 

Desserts  :pudding,  pies 
Rolls,  muffins. 

Answer  Telephone: — Correct  method, 
pleasant  tone,  courteous  replies, 
correct  English,  record  message. 

Placement.  The  demand  for  our  girls  is  always 
greater  than  the  supply.  During  the  year  there  were 
64  calls  from  employers  for  our  girls,  60  of  which  were 
filled.  For  part  time  work  it  was  necessary  in  ten  cases 
to  send  High  School  girls,  who  had  applied  to  me  far 
v/ork,  as  there  were  no  continuation  school  girls  unem- 
ployed. 

The  table  following  shows  the  distribution  of  jobs 
among  the  Continuation  School  girls: 

Housework  Horns  Permits 


42 


Mother  Mother  Mother  Works 
111        Dead     in  Factory 
10  4  3 


Large 
Family 
4 


As  the  aim  of  the  school  is  the  more  complete  growth 
of  the  pupil  as  a  human  individual  we  tried  to  impart  the 
utmost  knowledge  not  only  about  the  various  types  of 
work  open  to  girls  today  but  also  about  our  social,  civic, 
industrial  and  other  relations  to  the  rest  of  the  world  and 
to  society  in  its  present  changing  order. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


MARY  E.  MEAGHER. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  NURSE 


To  The  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

CHEST  CLINICS 

The  Chest  Clinic  conducted  by  the  State  and  County 
Sanotaria  in  cooperation  with  the  local  Health  and  School 
authorities  was  held  January  14,  16,  and  17th  for  gTades 
7,  9,  and  11. 

Pupils  given  the  Tubercular  test  237 
Pupils  Chest  examined  and  X-Rayed  78 
Pupils  who  showed  positive  X-Ray  16 

It  was  with  this  latter  group  an  endeavor  was  made 
to  have  physical  defects  corrected  as  recommended  by 
the  Physician. 


Recommendations 


No  recommendations 
Tonsilectomies 
Dentistry 
Nutritional  help 
Westfield  Sanatorium 


5 
6 
4 
6 
1 


Corrections 


Tonsilectomies 
Dentistry- 
Nutritional  help 
Westfield  Sanatorium 


2 
2 
6 
1 


RETARDED  PUPILS 


Thirty-eight  of  the  pupils  who  were  examined  by  Dr. 
Coffin  were  recommended  for  follow-up  because  of  some 
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physical  defect.  Parents  of  these  children  have  been: 
contacted  and  notified  of  defect  found  and  consultation 
of  the  family  physician  advised.  Recommendations  of 
the  latter  were  in  each  case  followed.  Dental  defects 
were  corrected  at  the  Board  of  Health  Dental  Clinic. 
Milk  lunches  are  being  provided  in  the  school  to  the  nu- 
trition cases,  Eye  cases  have  been  examined  gratis,  by 
local  optometrists,  ana  where  glasses  were  recommended 
they  have  been  provided,  welfare  agencies  taking  care 
of  those  who  were  not  able  to  obtain  them  otherwise. 

Laboratory  tests  were  done  at  Harrington  Memorial 
Hospital  without  cost. 

Following  are  the  recommendations  made  by  Dr. 
Coffin  and  corrections  made  to  date. 

Recommendations  Corrections 


"Dental  Clinic 

24 

Dentistry 

20 

Teeth  not  exam.  2 
Refused  1 

Eye  Clinic 

16 

Glasses  provided 

6 

Glasses  not  needed  8 
Not  tested  2 

Throat  Clinic 

14 

Tonsils  and 

Tonsilectomy 

Adenoids  removed 

2 

not  needed  10 

E  il 

Not  examined  2 

T.  B.  Clinic 

2 

Chest  exam,  and 

Negative  1 

X-Ray 

2 

Positive  1 

Nutrition  Clinic 

5 

Milk  Lunches 

5 

Laboratory  Test 

4 

Laboratory  Test 

4 

Negative  4- 

Special  Exam. 

2 

Special  Exam. 

1 

Refused  Exam.  1 

Special  Advice 

3 

Special  Advice 

3 

Pupil  who  was  found  with  positive  X-Ray  is  now  on 
the  waiting  list  of  Westfield  Sanatorium. 

CHADWICK  CLINICS 


This  marks  the  tenth  year  for  the  Chadwick  Clinic. 
In  June,  twelve  of  this  group  were  chest  X-Rayed  and 
examined  by  a  technician  and  physician  from  the  State 
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Department  of  Health.  All  were  pronounced  improved. 
One  was  discharged  and  eleven  retained  for  further  ob- 
servation. 

4A  AUDIOMETER  HEARING  TEST 

Puils  given  test 
Pupils  found  with  hearing  loss 
Notices  sent  to  parents  notifying  them  of  defect 
Notices  returned  signed  by  Otologists 
Notices  returned  signed  by  family  physician 
Notices  returned  signed  by  parents 

Correction  Thus  Far  Completed 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  removed  5 
Lip  reading  9 

Teachers  have  been  asked  to  pay  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  seating  of  children  found  to  have  a  hearing 
loss.  Further  follow-up  work  will  be  done  with  this 
group. 

ANNUAL  PHYSICAL  EXAMINATION 


Defects  Corrected 

Pupils  having  Dental  defects  corrected  by 

family  Dentist  126 

Pupils  having  Dental  defects  corrected  by 

Dental  Clinic  405 

Pupils  having  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  removed  38 
Pupils  having  Eyes  examined,  glasses  provided  40 
Pupils  given  toxoid  inoculations  48 


1797 
74 
74 
6 

30 
6 
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Forty-eight  children  are  now  being  served  a  half 
pint  of  milk  daily  through  the  generosity  of  the  South- 
bridge  Democratic  Club,  Inc. 

The  Southbridge  Woman's  Cbib  furnished  funds  to 
care  for  thirty-two  children  daily  during  February  and 
March. 

To  both  organizations  we  are  heartily  grateful. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

WINIFRED  V.  KING. 


SI 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN 
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Following  is  a  record  of  diphtheria  immunization  in 
-our  local  schools  for  the  period  of  1929  to  1936. 

In  this  period  the  following  immunization  work  has 
fceen  done  by  the  local  Board  of  Health  by  the  Physicians 
9R  the  beard. 

1929    637  1932    337 

1930    399  1933    176 

1931    224  1934    183 

1935    178 

making  a  total  of  2132  children  receiving  the  treatment, 
which  in  most  cases  have  made  the  child  immune. 

These  children  ranged  in  age  from  six  months  to 
ten  years  of  age,  and  as  the  years  come  along  we  esti- 
mate that  the  number  about  175  to  200  each  year. 

The  Board  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  follow- 
ing tables  of  cases  reported  and  deaths  occurring  during 
the  years  of  1925  to  1929  and  ask  you  to  compare  them 
with  the  table  of  the  period  of  1929  to  1936: 


Before  Immunization 


Reported  Deaths 


1925 

28 

3 

1926 

14 

0 

1927 

14 

0 

192R 

13 

3 

192a 

8 

0 

77 

6 

After  Immunization 


Reported  Deaths 


1930 

2 

0 

1931 

0 

0 

1932 

5 

0 

1933 

0 

0 

1934 

3 

0 

1935 

2 

0 

12 

0 

In  most  instances  the  cases  reported  in  the  years  1930 
to  1936  were  children  who  had  not  received  the  treat- 
ments. 
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When  one  reviews  the  complete  armementarium  at 
hand  for  the  prevention  of  diphtheria,  there  is  no  other 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  but  that  parents  must  be  awakened 
to  their  responsibility  to  procure  the  protection  of  pre- 
ventive measures  at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

The  Board  of  Health  wish  again  to  urge  all  parents 
to  avail  themselves  of  this  clinic  held  each  year  by  the 
Board  of  Health  for  school  children  and  those  over  six 
months  old  under  school  age. 

CHARLES  SDIPSOX,  M.  D; 

December  31,  1935. 
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Report  of 
SUPERVISOR  OF  ATTENDANCE 

Miss  Margaret  G.  Butler 


To  The  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

This,  the  twenty-second  report  of  the  Attendance 
Department  outlines  the  program  of  activities  and  rec- 
ords of  the  department. 

The  activities  are:  Enforcing  the  Education  laws; 
investigating  absentees,  truants,  admissions,  transfers, 
change  of  address,  home  permits;  assisting  principals  to 
adjust  school  problems  of  attendance  and  behavior;  act- 
ing as  a  mediator  between  school  and  home,  home  and 
child,  recommending  disposition  in  cases  of  suspension 
from  school,  requests  assigned  by  Superintendent's  office, 
investigating  and  issuing  school  employment  certificates 
to  all  minors,  street  trade  licenses  and  permits. 

Permanent  Honor  Attendance  banners  for  1934- 
1935  were  awarded  to  the  following  grades: 

Grade  I — Mechanic  St  Miss  Chamberlain 

Grade  II — Mechanic  St  Miss  Jackson 

'Grade  III — Mechanic  St  Miss  Morrill 

Grade  IV — Mechanic  St  Mrs.  Monroe 

Grade  V — Marcy  Elementary  . . —  Mrs.  Marcy 

Grade  VI — Engine  House  Miss  Fitch 

Grade  VII — Marcy  Junior  High,  Miss  Thompson 

Grade  VIII — Marcy  Junior  High  Miss  Yott 

Ungraded — Dennison  District  Mrs.  Gay 
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REGISTRATION  OF  MINORS 


Persons  5  years  of  age  or  over  and  under  7  464 

Persons  7  years  of  age  or  over  and  under  14  ....  2,103 
Persons  14  years  of  age  or  over  and  under  16  657 

INVESTIGATION  OF  ABSENCES 

Number  of  cases  investigated  for  public  and 

private  schools    1441 


The  above  absences  are  caused  by  illness  of  child, 
illness  in  child's  family,  legitimate  excuses, 
lack  of  necessary  clothing,  contagious  disease, 
and  truancy. 


Cases  investigated  for  heme  permits    IS 

Cases  investigated  for  Immigration  Authorities  ...  5 

Cases  concerning  street  trades   20 

Cases  of  persistent  tardiness   10 

Cases  of  misconduct  on  streets,  in  stores  and  in  school  15 

Cases  of  children  working  unlawfully    17 

Follow  up  and  friendly  visits    5 

Number  of  visits  to  schools,  public  and  private  ....  600 
Number  of  milk  lunches  furnished  needy  children  .  300 
Number  of  families  assisted  by  gifts  of  clothing  ...  31 

PUPILS  TRANSFERRED 

Number  of  pupils  from  out  of  town  enrolling  in 

Southbridge  during  school  session    54 

Number  of  pupils  transferred  from  Southbridge 

during  school  sessions    32 

Number  of  pupils  transferred  from  private  schools 

to  public  schools  in  town  during  school  sessions  11 

Number  of  pupils  transferred  from  public  schools 

to  public  schools  during  school  sessions   50 
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Number  of  pupils  transferred  from  public  schools 


to  private  school  during  school  sessions   4 

EMPLOYMENT  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED 

Educational  16-21  literate    431 

Educational  16-21  illiterate    14 

Educational,  temporary    2 

Employment  between  14-16    18 

Home  permits    9 

Newsboys'  badges   33 


Total  number  of  certificates   507 


THE  ELEMENTARY  EVENING  SCHOOLS 

By  Margaret  G.  Butler 


In  calling  attention  to  the  need  of  Elementary  Even- 
ing Schools,  I  am  speaking  for  those  who  are  unable  to 
speak  for  themselves,  your  boys  and  girls,  under  21  whose 
illiteracy  is  caused  by  a  physical,  mental,  or  language 
handicap,  and  for  a  large  group  of  potential  citizens, 
some  of  whom  are  taxpayers,  but  being  unable  to  read 
and  write  English  are  denied  citizenship  by  the  courts. 

There  never  has  been  a  time  when  education  for  cit- 
izenship was  more  important  than  at  present.  Due  to 
changing  industrial  conditions,  more  leisure  time,  and 
general  unrest,  radical  propaganda  is  readily  absorbed  by 
people  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  fundamental 
principles  of  our  govenrment. 

Preparation  for  citizenship  is  yearly  becoming  more 
difficult.    The  foundation  is  reading  and  writing,  which 


give  a  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  United  States  and 
its  Constitution. 

Who  needs  this  education? 

1.  Beys  and  girls  under  21  who  have  not  completed 
the  sixth  grade,  who  may  leave  school  at  16.  Men  and 
women  of  fine  character,  who  have  a  contribution  to 
make  to  our  community  life,  who  come  to  the  United 
States,  find  they  cannot  hold  their  jobs  because  they  can- 
not understand  the  foreman's  commands  -  who  have  tal- 
ents they  are  unable  to  use,  because  they  cannot  speak 
our  language  -  who  are  not  permitted  to  work  on  many 
public  works. 

2.  Women,  mothers  unable  to  speak  or  read  Eng- 
lish, whose  children  are  becoming  Americanized  and  who 
ignore  the  councils  of  their  parents  because,  as  they  say. 
their  parents  do  not  know  how  to  live  in  America  -  they 
have  "all  old  country  ideas,"  and  these  children  disre- 
gard the  laws  of  the  home,  later  the  laws  of  the  comran- 
nity  and  the  state.  From  such  conditions  we  recruit 
many  youthful  offenders. 

3.  Parents  who  because  of  lack  of  money  left  their 
children  in  the  old  country  find  now  they  can  afford  to 
bring  their  children  to  live  with  them.  They  are  denied 
this  right  when  no  provision  is  made  to  assist  them  to- 
ward citizenship. 

4.  Women,  who  are  unable  to  purchase  necessities 
to  advantage,  to  understand  the  directions  of  the  doctor 
or  nurse  in  case  of  illness  in  the  home,  or  to  make  their 
needs  known  in  the  hospitals. 

5.  Men,  denied  the  comfort  of  a  home  because  of 
quota  laws  they  cannot  bring  their  families  here.  Mem 
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who  have  toiled  many  years  and  saved  passage  money 
for  the  family,  when  they  receive  citizenship. 

Shall  we,  enjoying  the  full  privilege  of  protection, 
life,  liberty,  and  pursuit  of  happiness  deny  the  opportu- 
nity to  try  for  citizenship  to  these  people? 


THE  EVENING  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL 

By  Clark  H.  Morrell 


To  those  unacquainted  with  the  service  which  the 
Evening  Vocational  School  renders  it  might  seem  of  little 
consequence  in  carrying  it  on.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
people  who  are  acquainted  with  the  service  rendered  are 
well  aware  of  its  value  to  the  community  and  are  able 
to  weigh  its  value  against  the  need  and  facilities  available 
to  carry  it  on. 

The  evening  vocational  school  was  discontinued  two 
years  ago  after  many  years  of  operation.  The  closing 
of  the  school  deprived  adults  of  the  opportunity  of  learn- 
ing more  about  the  particular  trade  in  which  they  were 
engaged.  The  trades  offered  were:  Machine  Shop  Prac- 
tice, Drafting,  Mathematics,  Cabinet  Work  and  Theory 
of  Optometry. 

The  need  for  extension  courses  has  been  demon- 
strated this  year  when  thirty  young  men  have  attended 
Worcester  Trade  School.  The  town  has  paid  their  tui- 
tion while  they  have  paid  their  own  traveling  expenses. 
Although  this  is  an  expensive  procedure  on  the  part  of 
both  the  town  and  the  individuals  it  shows  the  desire 
of  an  individual  to  learn  more  about  his  work  after  he  has 
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found  and  has  been  placed  in  the  vocation  for  which  he 
has  been  prepared  at  public  expense. 

Society  spends  much  money  in  preparing  young 
people  for  fitting  vocations.  Its  responsibility  does  not 
and  cannot  end  with  their  placement  in  these  vocations. 

The  most  satisfactory  and  economical  way  to  satis- 
fy the  need  to  further  train  young  men  in  technical 
knowledge  and  sound  trade  practices,  is  to  provide  well 
organized  evening  vocational  classes. 

If  society  fails  in  offering  these  opportunities  for 
adults  before  they  reach  the  age  of  thirty-five  it  is  too 
late  to  rekindle  the  spark  which  provides  youth  with  the 
craving  to  grow. 

Let  us  not  consider  this  question  too  lightly.  The 
profit  to  the  individuals  and  to  the  community  will  jus- 
tify considerable  expense. 


THE  SECONDARY  EVENING  SCHOOLS 

By  Mary  E.  Meagher 


The  majority  of  the  pupils  enrolled  in  the  evening 
high  school  in  the  past  for  one  or  more  of  the  following 
reasons : 

1.  Because  they  felt  the  necessity  of  more  educa- 
tion to  be  a  success  at  their  daily  occupation. 

2.  To  take  up  a  study  required  for  a  promotion  at 
their  job, — as  comptometry,  or  the  use  of  the  dictaphone. 

3.  To  acquire  greater  skill  in  a  subject  already 
taken — as  more  speed  in  typewriting  etc. 
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4.  To  study  the  mechanics  of  English,  increase  vo- 
cabulary, improve  pronunciation,  diction  eac,  for  every 
day  use ;  also  to  acquire  an  appreciation  of  fine  literature. 

5.  To  get  a  working  knowledge  of  French  and 
Spanish. 

6.  To  prepare  to  enter  a  higher  institution  of  learn- 
ing- as  a  Hospital  Training  Class  or  a  School  of  Tech- 
nology. 

Today,  however,  the  interest  in  Adult  Education  and 
the  demand  for  it  have  risen  by  leaps  and  bounds  all  over 
the  land.  The  forming  of  classes  for  adults  is  the  new 
note  in  education.  Shorter  hours  in  the  industries  as 
well  as  enforced  unemployment  are  among  the  reasons 
for  this  awakening. 

The  success  of  the  classes  established  in  the  C.  C. 
C.  camps  has  been  phenomenal;  since  the  enrollment  in 
them  is  voluntary  they  serve  as  an  example  of  the  re- 
sponse adults  have  made  when  opportunities  for  further 
education  have  been  offered. 

The  last  term  an  evening  high  school  was  maintain- 
ed by  Southbridge  -  Sept.  14,  1931— Jan.  26,  1932  -  244 
pupils  enrolled.  About  50  more  who  applied  for  admis- 
sion to  bookkeeping,  typewriting,  shorthand,  and  comp- 
tometry  classes  had  to  be  refused  owing  to  lack  of  room 
and  equipment. 


